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HARDTACK  
Indianapolis Civil War Round Table Newsletter 

http://indianapoliscwrt.org/ 

 
Monday, November 10, 2025 at 6:45 p.m. 
Meeting at MCL Cafeteria Township Line 

2370 W. 86th Street 
 

 
    The Plan of the Day 

 

         

 
“George Thompson and Emancipation:  

Britain, Trans-Atlantic Slavery, and Civil War”  
 
 

In this program Dr. Gifford hopes to introduce you to an abolitionist almost no one remembers, 
either in the U.S. or in Britain, who played a significant role in the American conflict.  After 
providing some background as to why a British abolitionist matters in a typically American 
story, Gifford will explain Thompson's actions before and after war broke out, the potential 

effect of his activism in the context of British neutrality and, ultimately, why Thompson's story 
might provide a useful fulcrum in emancipation and Civil War history. 
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Our Guest Speaker 
 

  
        Ron Gifford, Ph. D. 
 
Dr. Gifford is the Director of Undergraduate Education and Enrollment Management for the Department of History 
at Illinois State University.  He received his Ph. D from Indiana University in Bloomington, and specializes in 
antebellum U.S. history, focusing on slavery, abolition, and the U.S. Civil War. 
 

Chris Smith Memorial Book Review 
 

This season, we will honor our late member by having a book review presented during the business 
meeting.  

Remainder of the 2025-2026 Campaign 
 
December 8, 2025 – Gerald Jones, ICWRT Member – “Northern Prisoner of War Camps, Part 2” 
January 12, 2026 - YOU - Annual Show & Tell 
February 9, 2026 – Mike Eisenhut - “The Stonewall Brigade” 
March 9, 2026 - Kevin Charles Murray - “The First Fighting Irish: 35th Indiana Volunteer Infantry. Hoosier  
                                                                    Hibernians in the War for the Union.” 
April 13, 2026 - Steve & Lisa Ball - Civil War Music 
May 11, 2026 - Steve Phan - “Burnside's East Tennessee & Knoxville Campaigns” 
June 8, 2026 – Darryl Smith, “Stories of the Kentucky Campaign.” 
 
 

Roster of Officers and Committees for the 2025-2026 Campaign 
 

Elected Officers:     Other:      
President: Tony Roscetti    Book Raffle: Charlotte Charmichael/Eric Dove 
Vice President: Danny Russel   Quiz Coordinator: Tony Trimble 
Secretary: Gregg Herke     Website Administrator: Ed Pope 
Treasurer: Peter Mohr    Librarian: **Vacant** 
Immediate Past President: Chris Smith  HARDTACK Editor: Teresa Russel 
 
Committees/Chairpersons: 
Preservation: Andy O’Donnell 
Programs: Steve Magnusen (Chair), Bob Gottschalk, David Finney, Tony Trimble 
Publicity: **Vacant** 
Membership: Roy Agnew 
Nominating: Nikki Schofield (Chair), Linda Smith, Tony Trimble 
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Other Camp Activities 

Hamilton County Civil War Roundtable: Meetings are on the 2nd Wednesday each month at the Cornerstone 
Lutheran Church, Main St. & Gray Rd., Carmel. Entrance Door #6. Opens at 6:30, and program begins at 7:00. 
 
Madison County Historical Society Civil War Roundtable: Meetings take place on the third Monday of each 
month at 7 p.m. in the Bowman Room at the Museum of Madison County History, 15 West 11th Street, Anderson, 
Indiana. 
 
 

Official Records 
 
Facebook: The Indianapolis Civil War Round Table is on Facebook. We invite you to join our group. 
Feel free to post Civil War related messages on our site. 
 
Charitable Sponsors:  In an effort to upgrade our speakers and programs, the board of ICWRT is asking 
members and organizations with which they are involved (companies or charitable organizations) to 
consider sponsoring one or more speakers. This could be done as a gift now, or a person could opt to 
make a bequest in a will for that purpose. Because of our limited membership, we can't bring in as many 
national speakers as we would like to.  The Oliver Morton Fund has been established for members who 
donate $100 per campaign year to enhance our speaker fund. 
 
 
 
 

Test Your Civil War Knowledge (with Trimble’s Trivia) 
by Tony Trimble 

 
1. Name the Union general who was lost at Shiloh causing a delay and putting Grant at risk. 
 
2. Who were the Regulators? 
 
3. Who said, “Retreat?  No.  I propose to attack at dawn and whip them.” 
 
4. What did it mean for a soldier to be “veteranized”? 
 
5. Who commanded Confederate soldiers at the skirmish of Mountain Gap? 
 

 
Answers for the October Quiz: 
1. Snake Creek, Georgia 
2. Andersonville 
3. John Esten Cooke 
4. A semisubmersible, steam-powered warship with a spar torpedo 
5. Richmond                                                                
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                                                         This Month in Civil War Era History 
 
1861 
November 1: Lincoln appoints McClellan as General-In-Chief of all forces. 
 

November 8: The U.S. Navy seizes two Confederate commissioners heading to England on the British 
ship “Trent.”   
 

November 19:  Confederate President Jefferson Davis asks his Congress for a railway linking the east 
and west through the Confederacy’s interior.  It is soon built. 
 

November 25: Confederate Secretary of War Judah Benjamin orders “traitors of east Tennessee” to be 
tried and, if found guilty, “executed on the spot by hanging.” 
 

1862 
November 1: Napoleon III urges that France, England, and Russia cooperate to help fund the war. 
 

November 4: Republicans suffer setbacks in the Congressional elections. 
 

November 5:  President Lincoln relieves McClellan for the second time as Commander of the Army of 
the Potomac and appoints General Ambrose Burnside as his replacement. 
 

1863 
November 6:  The Western Sanitary Commission informs President Lincoln that hundreds of former 
slaves would “gladly return to bondage to avoid the hardships of freedom.” 
 

November 13: The Confederate Commissioner to Europe, Colonel A. Dudley Mann, meets with Pope 
Pius IX at the Vatican, presenting a letter from Jefferson Davis 
 

November 19:  President Lincoln delivers his Gettysburg Address during the dedication of a military 
cemetery at the battlefield of that Pennsylvania town. 
 

November 23-25:   General Grant’s army scales heights overlooking Chattanooga, Tennessee, routing 
Confederate forces under General Bragg and breaking their siege of the city.  Casualties – Union 5,824; 
Confederate, 6,667. 
 

November 26:   Confederate cavalry raider General John Hunt Morgan and six of his officers escape by 
digging out of the Ohio State Penitentiary in Columbus. 
 

1864 
November 8: President Lincoln wins re-election over former General George McClellan, the Democrats’ 
candidate. 
 

November 16:  General Sherman begins his march through Georgia, destroying railroads, supplies and 
private homes over an area 60 miles wide. 
 

November 22: Sherman spends the night in Georgia at the plantation home of Confederate General 
Howell Cobb, which his troops then destroy. 
 

November 25: Eight Confederate agents from Canada start 19 fires in New York City. 
 

November 30:   The battle of Franklin, Tennessee, is decisively won by Union General John Schofield’s 
army over General John Hood’s Confederates.  Casualties – Union 2,326; Confederate 6,252. 
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Preservation Spotlight 

 
From the American Battlefield Trust: 
 
Gaines' Mill - Cold Harbor Preservation Progress 
 
The American Battlefield Trust has spent over two decades preserving these intertwined battlefields. 
What began as a distant goal -- fraught with high land costs and development pressure -- has become a 
historic preservation effort that has already saved 655 acres and is on the verge of preserving even more. 
"If pressed to select the most desirable tract on any battlefield, I would, without hesitation, select the 
ground essential to protecting both Gaines' Mill and Cold Harbor. Nowhere else does a single piece of 
land offer so much relating to a pair of major battles, one, the bloodiest action of the strategically seismic 
Seven Days, and the other a critical episode in the blood-soaked Overland Campaign."  --Gary Gallagher, 
Historian 
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Re-enlist nOW fOR the 2025-2026 Campaign! 
 
All ICWRT members may continue to receive the monthly newsletter, HARDTACK, via email at no additional 
charge.  Members who prefer to receive the HARDTACK by U.S. Mail are asked to pay an additional $12.00 to 
help cover printing and mailing costs.   
 

  
 
Please bring your completed re-enlistment form (below) together with your payment to Indianapolis Civil 
War Round Table, and give it to Pete Mohr, ICWRT Treasurer, at the next Round Table meeting, or mail 
your re-enlistment form and payment to: 
 
Pete Mohr 
6308 Breamore Road   Phone: (317) 828-5176 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46220  Email: pmohr2@gmail.com 
         
Please complete and detach the form below and include with your check: 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ICWRT Membership Enlistment for July 2025 thru June 2026 
Please print legibly! 
 
Name…………………………………………………….….  Date ……………….. 
 
Address………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Phone:  (………) ……………………    Email Address:  ……………………..……….. 
 
We must have a valid email address if you wish to receive the HARDTACK newsletter free of charge! 
 
 (please specify Membership Level): 
 
_____ $30 Individual _____$35 Family _____ $15 Student  
 
______  I wish to receive the newsletter via U.S. Mail for an additional $12 
 
In addition to my membership dues, please accept my generous gift of $ _________ to the ICWRT general operating 
account.    (This donation is not tax deductible)   
 
If someone invited you to join the ICWRT, please add a name. ____________________________________ 
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May 11, 2026 - Steve Phan - “Burnside's East Tennessee & Knoxville Campaigns” 
June 8, 2026 – Darryl Smith, “Stories of the Kentucky Campaign.” 
 
 

Roster of Officers and Committees for the 2025-2026 Campaign 
 

Elected Officers:     Other:      
President: Tony Roscetti    Book Raffle: Charlotte Charmichael/Eric Dove 
Vice President: Danny Russel   Quiz Coordinator: Tony Trimble 
Secretary: Gregg Herke     Website Administrator: Ed Pope 
Treasurer: Peter Mohr    Librarian: **Vacant** 
Immediate Past President: Chris Smith  HARDTACK Editor: Teresa Russel 
 
Committees/Chairpersons: 
Preservation: Andy O’Donnell 
Programs: Steve Magnusen (Chair), Bob Gottschalk, David Finney, Tony Trimble 
Publicity: **Vacant** 
Membership: Roy Agnew 
Nominating: Nikki Schofield (Chair), Linda Smith, Tony Trimble 
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Other Camp Activities 

Hamilton County Civil War Roundtable: Meetings are on the 2nd Wednesday each month at the Cornerstone 
Lutheran Church, Main St. & Gray Rd., Carmel. Entrance Door #6. Opens at 6:30, and program begins at 7:00. 
 
Madison County Historical Society Civil War Roundtable: Meetings take place on the third Monday of each 
month at 7 p.m. in the Bowman Room at the Museum of Madison County History, 15 West 11th Street, Anderson, 
Indiana. 
 
 

Official Records 
 
Facebook: The Indianapolis Civil War Round Table is on Facebook. We invite you to join our group. 
Feel free to post Civil War related messages on our site. 
 
Charitable Sponsors:  In an effort to upgrade our speakers and programs, the board of ICWRT is asking 
members and organizations with which they are involved (companies or charitable organizations) to 
consider sponsoring one or more speakers. This could be done as a gift now, or a person could opt to 
make a bequest in a will for that purpose. Because of our limited membership, we can't bring in as many 
national speakers as we would like to.  The Oliver Morton Fund has been established for members who 
donate $100 per campaign year to enhance our speaker fund. 
 
 
 
 

Test Your Civil War Knowledge (with Trimble’s Trivia) 
by Tony Trimble 

 
1. Name the Union general who was lost at Shiloh causing a delay and putting Grant at risk. 
 
2. Who were the Regulators? 
 
3. Who said, “Retreat?  No.  I propose to attack at dawn and whip them.” 
 
4. What did it mean for a soldier to be “veteranized”? 
 
5. Who commanded Confederate soldiers at the skirmish of Mountain Gap? 
 

 
Answers for the October Quiz: 
1. Snake Creek, Georgia 
2. Andersonville 
3. John Esten Cooke 
4. A semisubmersible, steam-powered warship with a spar torpedo 
5. Richmond                                                                
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                                                         This Month in Civil War Era History 
 
1861 
November 1: Lincoln appoints McClellan as General-In-Chief of all forces. 
 

November 8: The U.S. Navy seizes two Confederate commissioners heading to England on the British 
ship “Trent.”   
 

November 19:  Confederate President Jefferson Davis asks his Congress for a railway linking the east 
and west through the Confederacy’s interior.  It is soon built. 
 

November 25: Confederate Secretary of War Judah Benjamin orders “traitors of east Tennessee” to be 
tried and, if found guilty, “executed on the spot by hanging.” 
 

1862 
November 1: Napoleon III urges that France, England, and Russia cooperate to help fund the war. 
 

November 4: Republicans suffer setbacks in the Congressional elections. 
 

November 5:  President Lincoln relieves McClellan for the second time as Commander of the Army of 
the Potomac and appoints General Ambrose Burnside as his replacement. 
 

1863 
November 6:  The Western Sanitary Commission informs President Lincoln that hundreds of former 
slaves would “gladly return to bondage to avoid the hardships of freedom.” 
 

November 13: The Confederate Commissioner to Europe, Colonel A. Dudley Mann, meets with Pope 
Pius IX at the Vatican, presenting a letter from Jefferson Davis 
 

November 19:  President Lincoln delivers his Gettysburg Address during the dedication of a military 
cemetery at the battlefield of that Pennsylvania town. 
 

November 23-25:   General Grant’s army scales heights overlooking Chattanooga, Tennessee, routing 
Confederate forces under General Bragg and breaking their siege of the city.  Casualties – Union 5,824; 
Confederate, 6,667. 
 

November 26:   Confederate cavalry raider General John Hunt Morgan and six of his officers escape by 
digging out of the Ohio State Penitentiary in Columbus. 
 

1864 
November 8: President Lincoln wins re-election over former General George McClellan, the Democrats’ 
candidate. 
 

November 16:  General Sherman begins his march through Georgia, destroying railroads, supplies and 
private homes over an area 60 miles wide. 
 

November 22: Sherman spends the night in Georgia at the plantation home of Confederate General 
Howell Cobb, which his troops then destroy. 
 

November 25: Eight Confederate agents from Canada start 19 fires in New York City. 
 

November 30:   The battle of Franklin, Tennessee, is decisively won by Union General John Schofield’s 
army over General John Hood’s Confederates.  Casualties – Union 2,326; Confederate 6,252. 
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Preservation Spotlight 

 
From the American Battlefield Trust: 
 
Gaines' Mill - Cold Harbor Preservation Progress 
 
The American Battlefield Trust has spent over two decades preserving these intertwined battlefields. 
What began as a distant goal -- fraught with high land costs and development pressure -- has become a 
historic preservation effort that has already saved 655 acres and is on the verge of preserving even more. 
"If pressed to select the most desirable tract on any battlefield, I would, without hesitation, select the 
ground essential to protecting both Gaines' Mill and Cold Harbor. Nowhere else does a single piece of 
land offer so much relating to a pair of major battles, one, the bloodiest action of the strategically seismic 
Seven Days, and the other a critical episode in the blood-soaked Overland Campaign."  --Gary Gallagher, 
Historian 
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Re-enlist nOW fOR the 2025-2026 Campaign! 
 
All ICWRT members may continue to receive the monthly newsletter, HARDTACK, via email at no additional 
charge.  Members who prefer to receive the HARDTACK by U.S. Mail are asked to pay an additional $12.00 to 
help cover printing and mailing costs.   
 

  
 
Please bring your completed re-enlistment form (below) together with your payment to Indianapolis Civil 
War Round Table, and give it to Pete Mohr, ICWRT Treasurer, at the next Round Table meeting, or mail 
your re-enlistment form and payment to: 
 
Pete Mohr 
6308 Breamore Road   Phone: (317) 828-5176 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46220  Email: pmohr2@gmail.com 
         
Please complete and detach the form below and include with your check: 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ICWRT Membership Enlistment for July 2025 thru June 2026 
Please print legibly! 
 
Name…………………………………………………….….  Date ……………….. 
 
Address………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Phone:  (………) ……………………    Email Address:  ……………………..……….. 
 
We must have a valid email address if you wish to receive the HARDTACK newsletter free of charge! 
 
 (please specify Membership Level): 
 
_____ $30 Individual _____$35 Family _____ $15 Student  
 
______  I wish to receive the newsletter via U.S. Mail for an additional $12 
 
In addition to my membership dues, please accept my generous gift of $ _________ to the ICWRT general operating 
account.    (This donation is not tax deductible)   
 
If someone invited you to join the ICWRT, please add a name. ____________________________________ 
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HARDTACK  
Indianapolis Civil War Round Table Newsletter 

http://indianapoliscwrt.org/ 

 
Monday, November 10, 2025 at 6:45 p.m. 
Meeting at MCL Cafeteria Township Line 

2370 W. 86th Street 
 

 
    The Plan of the Day 

 

         

 
“George Thompson and Emancipation:  

Britain, Trans-Atlantic Slavery, and Civil War”  
 
 

In this program Dr. Gifford hopes to introduce you to an abolitionist almost no one remembers, 
either in the U.S. or in Britain, who played a significant role in the American conflict.  After 
providing some background as to why a British abolitionist matters in a typically American 
story, Gifford will explain Thompson's actions before and after war broke out, the potential 

effect of his activism in the context of British neutrality and, ultimately, why Thompson's story 
might provide a useful fulcrum in emancipation and Civil War history. 
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Facebook: The Indianapolis Civil War Round Table is on Facebook. We invite you to join our group. 
Feel free to post Civil War related messages on our site. 
 
Charitable Sponsors:  In an effort to upgrade our speakers and programs, the board of ICWRT is asking 
members and organizations with which they are involved (companies or charitable organizations) to 
consider sponsoring one or more speakers. This could be done as a gift now, or a person could opt to 
make a bequest in a will for that purpose. Because of our limited membership, we can't bring in as many 
national speakers as we would like to.  The Oliver Morton Fund has been established for members who 
donate $100 per campaign year to enhance our speaker fund. 
 
 
 
 

Test Your Civil War Knowledge (with Trimble’s Trivia) 
by Tony Trimble 

 
1. Name the Union general who was lost at Shiloh causing a delay and putting Grant at risk. 
 
2. Who were the Regulators? 
 
3. Who said, “Retreat?  No.  I propose to attack at dawn and whip them.” 
 
4. What did it mean for a soldier to be “veteranized”? 
 
5. Who commanded Confederate soldiers at the skirmish of Mountain Gap? 
 

 
Answers for the October Quiz: 
1. Snake Creek, Georgia 
2. Andersonville 
3. John Esten Cooke 
4. A semisubmersible, steam-powered warship with a spar torpedo 
5. Richmond                                                                
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                                                         This Month in Civil War Era History 
 
1861 
November 1: Lincoln appoints McClellan as General-In-Chief of all forces. 
 

November 8: The U.S. Navy seizes two Confederate commissioners heading to England on the British 
ship “Trent.”   
 

November 19:  Confederate President Jefferson Davis asks his Congress for a railway linking the east 
and west through the Confederacy’s interior.  It is soon built. 
 

November 25: Confederate Secretary of War Judah Benjamin orders “traitors of east Tennessee” to be 
tried and, if found guilty, “executed on the spot by hanging.” 
 

1862 
November 1: Napoleon III urges that France, England, and Russia cooperate to help fund the war. 
 

November 4: Republicans suffer setbacks in the Congressional elections. 
 

November 5:  President Lincoln relieves McClellan for the second time as Commander of the Army of 
the Potomac and appoints General Ambrose Burnside as his replacement. 
 

1863 
November 6:  The Western Sanitary Commission informs President Lincoln that hundreds of former 
slaves would “gladly return to bondage to avoid the hardships of freedom.” 
 

November 13: The Confederate Commissioner to Europe, Colonel A. Dudley Mann, meets with Pope 
Pius IX at the Vatican, presenting a letter from Jefferson Davis 
 

November 19:  President Lincoln delivers his Gettysburg Address during the dedication of a military 
cemetery at the battlefield of that Pennsylvania town. 
 

November 23-25:   General Grant’s army scales heights overlooking Chattanooga, Tennessee, routing 
Confederate forces under General Bragg and breaking their siege of the city.  Casualties – Union 5,824; 
Confederate, 6,667. 
 

November 26:   Confederate cavalry raider General John Hunt Morgan and six of his officers escape by 
digging out of the Ohio State Penitentiary in Columbus. 
 

1864 
November 8: President Lincoln wins re-election over former General George McClellan, the Democrats’ 
candidate. 
 

November 16:  General Sherman begins his march through Georgia, destroying railroads, supplies and 
private homes over an area 60 miles wide. 
 

November 22: Sherman spends the night in Georgia at the plantation home of Confederate General 
Howell Cobb, which his troops then destroy. 
 

November 25: Eight Confederate agents from Canada start 19 fires in New York City. 
 

November 30:   The battle of Franklin, Tennessee, is decisively won by Union General John Schofield’s 
army over General John Hood’s Confederates.  Casualties – Union 2,326; Confederate 6,252. 
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Preservation Spotlight 

 
From the American Battlefield Trust: 
 
Gaines' Mill - Cold Harbor Preservation Progress 
 
The American Battlefield Trust has spent over two decades preserving these intertwined battlefields. 
What began as a distant goal -- fraught with high land costs and development pressure -- has become a 
historic preservation effort that has already saved 655 acres and is on the verge of preserving even more. 
"If pressed to select the most desirable tract on any battlefield, I would, without hesitation, select the 
ground essential to protecting both Gaines' Mill and Cold Harbor. Nowhere else does a single piece of 
land offer so much relating to a pair of major battles, one, the bloodiest action of the strategically seismic 
Seven Days, and the other a critical episode in the blood-soaked Overland Campaign."  --Gary Gallagher, 
Historian 
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Re-enlist nOW fOR the 2025-2026 Campaign! 
 
All ICWRT members may continue to receive the monthly newsletter, HARDTACK, via email at no additional 
charge.  Members who prefer to receive the HARDTACK by U.S. Mail are asked to pay an additional $12.00 to 
help cover printing and mailing costs.   
 

  
 
Please bring your completed re-enlistment form (below) together with your payment to Indianapolis Civil 
War Round Table, and give it to Pete Mohr, ICWRT Treasurer, at the next Round Table meeting, or mail 
your re-enlistment form and payment to: 
 
Pete Mohr 
6308 Breamore Road   Phone: (317) 828-5176 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46220  Email: pmohr2@gmail.com 
         
Please complete and detach the form below and include with your check: 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ICWRT Membership Enlistment for July 2025 thru June 2026 
Please print legibly! 
 
Name…………………………………………………….….  Date ……………….. 
 
Address………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Phone:  (………) ……………………    Email Address:  ……………………..……….. 
 
We must have a valid email address if you wish to receive the HARDTACK newsletter free of charge! 
 
 (please specify Membership Level): 
 
_____ $30 Individual _____$35 Family _____ $15 Student  
 
______  I wish to receive the newsletter via U.S. Mail for an additional $12 
 
In addition to my membership dues, please accept my generous gift of $ _________ to the ICWRT general operating 
account.    (This donation is not tax deductible)   
 
If someone invited you to join the ICWRT, please add a name. ____________________________________ 
 
 


