HARDTACK

Indianapolis Civil War Round Table Newsletter
http://indianapoliscwrt.org/

June 14, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.
Meeting at Indian Lake Country Club
10502 E. 78 Street, Indianapolis, IN 46236 (see page 2 farations)

The Plan of the Day

Michael Willever
with Michael R. Phelps

A Dark and Bloody Ground: Sowing the Wind

A Dark and Bloody Groundhe first in a book series, chronicles the wele®cober 4-

9, 1862, when the fate of Kentucky lay literallytire balance. As vast foraging armies
swept the countryside, soldiers from the North gredSouth lived, fought and died
staining Kentucky’s soil with their blood and fliiing Kentucky’s prophetic sobriquet as
“A Dark and Bloody Ground.” Michael Willever chraiés the events leading up to the
Battle of Perryville, through the eyes of sevent@ggonists, four Southern and three
Northern.

_Our Guest Speaker

Py

Michael Willever, an ordained Baptist minister andraduate of the Faith Bible Institute
in Corpus Christi, Texas, has been an avid writer @ivil War enthusiast since
childhood. Having read and reread Michael Shadria&Killer Angelsvhen the book

first came out in 1975, Michael says he was permidgyaffected and longed to someday
write his own Civil War historical fiction novel.d8earch for the book seridsDark and
Bloody Groundbegan earnestly in 2004 and the first installm&ridark and Bloody
Ground: Sowing the Windvas completed in late 2007. The second and ifiséhliment,



A Dark and Bloody Ground: Reaping the Whirlwjihés an anticipated release date in
the fall of 2010. He, his wife Sharon and their laughters live in Greenwood, Indiana.
His book can be purchased framvw.authorhouse.corfor $8.95 ebook; $15.99
paperback; and $19.99 hardback. He will bring bdok&e meeting with him.

Roster of Officers and Committees for the 2009-204aMpaign
Officers:

President: Tom Dean Secretary: Frank Bynum

Vice President & Programs: Chris Smith  TreasurenylRoscetti
Committees:

Preservation: Andy O’'Donnell Website: Paul Watson
Publicity: Dave Klinestiver, Dave Sutherland & ToRpscetti

Quiz Master: HARDTACK Newsletter:
Tony Trimble Editor: Jenny Thompson

Summer Campaign:
Tony Trimble

* Directions to Indian Lake Country Club: From 1-465: Take the $6Street exit. Go east to
Pendleton Pike and turn left. Turn left (north) tonSunnyside Road. At the stop light at"75
Street, turn left to the entrance on your right* Prom Castleton: Come east on"8Street,
which becomes 79Street at Fall Creek Road. Continue east to ihglight at Sunnyside Road.
Turn right (south) to the stoplight at"7Street. Turn right to the club entrance on yoghti ***
From the Southeast: Come north on German Churcld,Relaich becomes Sunnyside Road at
Pendleton Pike. Continue north to the stoplighf%lt Street. Turn left to the club entrance on
your right.A round of golf could be arranged for the afternoon. Contact Jean Bly to arrange
times (phone 823-6425 or cell 697-1280)

Other Camp Activities
Peter Carmichael: Former ICWT member, Peter Carmichael, has beereddhe
Director of the Civil War Institute and Fluhrer Ressor of Civil War Studies at
Gettysburg College. The 2010 Civil War Instituten@ence, which will be held June
27- July 3, will focus on The Election and Charesiaf 1860.

Special Orders
13 Days at Andersonville: The editor recently reatl3 Days at Andersonville: The Trial
of the Raiderdy Phillip J. Tichenor. This fictional accounttbe trial and related events
of the time proved quite interesting. Although e no official transcript of the trial,
this account will draw you into the story of whaayrhave happened to the raiders.
Those who enjoy Civil War novels will definitely jery this book.

Civil War Preservation Trust: Generous land donations and a special grant progra
have given us the chance to permanently preser@a@2s at Perryville - the very land
from which Cheatham's men launched their attackdRising goal: $169,059



Re-enlist NOW for the 2010-2011 Campaign

All ICWRT members may continue to receive the mbnttewsletter,
HARDTACK, via email at no additional charge. Membenvho
prefer to receive the HARDTACK by U.S. Mail are edkto pay an
additional $12.00 to help cover printing and majlzosts.

Please bring your completed re-enlistment formdgltogether with your payment to Tony Roscetti,
ICWRT Treasurer, at the next Round Table meetingpail your re-enlistment form and payment to:

Tony Roscetti
6270 Brixton Lane Phone: (317) 475-9227
Indianapolis, Indiana 46220 Emadinthony.roscetti@nationalcity.com

Please complete and detach the form below anddechith your check:

| CWRT Membership Enlistment for July 2010 thru June 2011
Please print legibly!

We must have a valid email address if you wisleteive the HARDTACK newsletter free of charge!
(please specify Member ship Leve):

$30 Individual $35 Family $15 Student

| wish to receivethe newsletter via U.S. Mail for an additional $12

In addition to my membership dues, please accemengrous gift of $
to the ICWRT general operating account (This dionas nottax deductible)

If someone invited you to join the ICWRT, pleas his or her name below:




Official Records
Attendance:
May — 45

Speakersfor 2010-2011: We need three more speakers for the 2010-2011aigmffor
January, February, and March). If you are intengsith giving a presentation, please
contact Jerry Thompson jagtup59@att.nedr by phone at (317)328-2752.

Alan T. Nolan Memorial Youth Scholarship Fund: The Executive Board of the
Indianapolis Civil War Round Table has establistiesl fund to provide membership
dues, annual tour expenses or other worthwhilegaaor any full-time student of any
age. Please see Tony Roscetti to donate to this fun

Test Your Civil War Knowledge (with Trimble’s Tayi
Answers to the May Quiz:

1. What is “dandyfunk™?***Stew made of hardtack, maas and salt pork

2. Name 3 generals who shared the nickname, “Pap”.€@e Thomas, Sterling
Price, Felix Zollicoffer

3. Who was the “southern” governor who said, “Let miéytou what is coming....
Your fathers and husbands, your sons and brothérseaherded at the point of
the bayonet....You may, after the sacrifice of caesglImillions of treasure and
hundreds of thousands of lives, as a bare poggjbilin Southern
independence... But | doubt it.”***Sam Houston

4. What Federal installation was known as the “AmariBastille”?***Old Capitol
Prison

5. What was special about the James River Bridge?*th&ttime, the longest
pontoon bridge ever built (2100 ft.)

Civilians and Soldiers Speak
About the battle of Perryville:
“The battle began at break of day by an artillengldthe Federal battery being
commanded by Colonel Charles Carroll Parsons am@tnfederates by Captain
William W. Carnes....With the advance of Cheathanivéstbn the battle of Perryville
began in earnest....It was a fierce struggle. Unghtfall the battle raged with
unexampled fury, - a perfect hurricane of shek top the earth and scattered death on all
sides, while the storm of musketry mowed down thyosing ranks....It was shortly
after noon that the battle began with a suddermd@®wed by a prolonged roar. | was
resting at the time in the woods, discussing qaastof theology with the Rev. Dr.
Joseph Cross, a Wesleyan chaplain whom | hadnfieston the march into Kentucky. |
sprang to my horse at once and said to him: ‘LegaisThere will be work enough for us
presently” He mounted his horse and followed meauryll where we paused in full view
of the enemy’s line. | dismounted and sat dowrhanghelter of a large tree, saying as |
did so: ‘You better get off your horse! The enemyraining a battery this way and there
will be a shell here in a short time!” Scarcely was warning words uttered than a shell
struck the tree twenty feet above my head and wehof wooden splinters fell about



me. | jumped into my saddle again and rode atsfpdled down the hill, followed by my
friend, who shouted with laughter at what he caftgdresemblance to an enormous bird
in flight, with my long coat-skirts like wings lygqnhorizontal on the air. When he
overtook me at the creek, | said to him: ‘Thishis place. You will remain with me and |
shall give you something more serious to do thaghang at a flying buzzard.’ Dr. Cross
assisted me that fearful day....When the wounded tengght to the rear, at three
o’clock in the afternoon, | took my place as a sargon Chaplain’s Creek, and
throughout the rest of the day and until half past the next morning, without food of
any sort, | was incessantly occupied with the waahdt was a horrible night | spent, -
God save me from such another. | suppose excitekeghime up. About half past five in
the morning of the'd | dropped, - | could do no more. | went out byselj and leaning
against a fence, | wept like a child. And all tday | was so unnerved that if any one
asked me about the regiment, | could make no ngfihout tears.” — Doctor Quintard,
Chaplain C.S.A., and Second Bishop of Tennessee

“Captain Olmstead of Company A, raised his sword @alled ‘Come on, Boys,” and
turned to go down the hill. He met his death at thament, for a bullet pierced his brain.
My partner and | were six feet, two and one hathes tall, and were the two first men in
the regiment. The bullet which killed Captain Oleesd went between us, and Captain
Olmstead’s brains blinded us, as he fell directfobe us, and we jumped over him with
the determination to avenge his slaughter.

About half way down the hill two Johnnies wereisgtbehind a rail cut log, with their
guns cocked and ready, and one of them shot fdneag, his bullet passing right below
my ear, clipping the hair; the other drew bloochirbockwood my file leader.

As soon as they shot they squatted close to thealaythrew up their old gray hats and
said, ‘We will surrender.’ | don’t know just howwas, but others said they saw two guns
come down on those two Johnnies’ heads, and | fomndun broken, and do not know
how it happened. The whole thing was all over intytseconds or less.” — Pvt. George
Kilpatrick, Company A, 4% Indiana

“On the 2 of October the army began to move and marcheti@Springfield Pike at

an early hour in the morning. We passed througim§feeld and on to Perryville... We
were now getting close enough to see the Fedemkktended away to the right with a
gap to the left. When we were within about four d¢inea yards of their line of battle, the
enemy’s sharpshooters opened fire on us from bdh&ed and stumps, and all along the
front of their line, which was a long distance wtlbdirections, but we moved on as
though nothing had happened. The sharpshootehe @rtemy continued their fire while
we were halted, but our line was close behind wg aod suddenly the brass bands
broke loose and filled the woods full of music, theops began to cheer and the enemy’s
artillery began to roar.” — John E. Headl@gnfederate Operations in Canada and New
York

“On the second morning after the battle of Pertgyibr Chaplin Hills, I visited the
battle-field....l reached Mr. Russell's white houkegt has been made famous in the
report of General Buell. Here was the center oagbattle. The house was dotted over
with hundreds of marks of musket and cannon bAllsaround lay dead bodies of the



soldiers — Union and Rebel. Many long trenches weaide ready for their burial. In a
skit of woods close by were scattered hundredeetiead of both armies. The whole
scene beggars description. The ground was strettnsailed and torn clothes, muskets,
blankets and the various accouterments of the sieldiers. Trees not more than one foot
in diameter contained from twenty to thirty muskatts and buck-shot, put into them
during the battle. Farms all around were one urddrcommon. | counted four hundred
and ten dead men on a small spot of ground. Myt lgeaw sick at the sight, and | ceased
to enumerate them....Turning my steps south toward¥ake, | saw dead rebels piled

up in pens like hogs. | reached my home, prayin@dd that | might never again be
called to visit a battlefield.” — Dr. JeffersonRblk, fromAutobiography of Dr. J.J. Polk

“We found the first hospital for the wounded at [®Kuille]. This was a tavern, with
sixteen rooms, containing 150 wounded and 30 sidstly from a Wisconsin regiment.
Twenty-five were on cots; some on straw; the otbarghe floor, with blankets....From
this place in Perryville, some ten miles, nearlgrgvhouse was a hospital. At one log
cabin we found 20 of the f@®hio, including the Major and two Captains. At trey
house were several of the"8®hio; and the occupants were very poor, but dalhi

their power for those in their charge. The motHehe family promised to continue to do
so, but said, with tears in her eyes, she fearadstie and her children must starve when
the winter came. As at the other houses on thid, th& sick had no regular medical
attendance.” — Dr. A.N. Read, Inspector, U.S. SapiCommission

“Thirty-three of our regiment were trenched; nofcobr mark, except a rail or stone.
Our major, noble man! Was among the number, - eetsior shroud, not even a coat,
for he was stripped. If | had the dearest frierig&iin battle, | could only bury him. You
can not realize our situation. The people flee bsedheir houses are used for
hospitals....It seems hard to throw men all toge#imel heap earth upon them, but it is far
better than to have them lie moldering in the €in. To see the dead rebels in the
woods! From one point | counted thirty-one, in ade corner twenty-four; every where
the eye rests on one, and this is not on the fisdger. In our short march we passed at
least two hundred, and of horses | made no couistal fearful sight; and to think of all
these soldiers friends who would given any thingtiieir bloated, decaying bodies, now
torn by swine and crows, - oh, it is sad!” — Sgead Holmes, Jr., Co. K, 2Wisconsin
Volunteer InfantryA Soldier of the Cumberland: Memoir of Mead Holniles,

Officer of the Month

i Photo and information frorttp://en.wikipedia.org

. George Henry Thomas was born July 31, 1816 at Newsom'’s
Depot, North Carolina. He was appointed to the WiBtary

. Academy at West Point in 1836, where he earneditkmame
“Slow Trot Thomas” (he moved slowly because of ekba
injury), became friends with William T. Shermangdan
graduated 12in his class of 42 in 1840. He had a long Army
career. He led a gun crew with distinction at ta#les of Fort
Brown, Resaca de la Palma, Monterrey, and Buena Vis
during the Mexican War. In 1851, he returned to ¥NResnt as




a cavalry and artillery instructor and became cfoseds with Lt. Col. Robert E. Lee.

He married Frances Lucretia Kellogg on NovemberlBB2. In 1854, his regiment was
transferred to California. In 1855, he was appaintejor of the % U.S. Cavalry and
traveled extensively with Robert E. Lee for courstral duty. In 1857, he assumed
command of the regiment. He was wounded Augus1260, during a clash with a
Comanche watrrior, but still continued to lead tkpeglition. This was his only combat
wound throughout his career. When the Civil Waiklerout, 19 of the 36 officers of the
2" U.S. Cavalry resigned; Thomas did not, probabilypémced by his wife and his

dislike of slavery. His Southern family destroyes letters and never spoke to him again.
He won one of the first Union victories of the war Mill Springs in Kentucky. He

served in commands at Perryville and Stones Risrdefense at Chickamauga earned
him the nickname of the “Rock of Chickamauga”. Bagrthe nickname “The Sledge of
Nashville”, he destroyed Hood’s army at the Batfi&lashville, one of the most decisive
victories of the war. He had a reputation of beargjow, deliberate general who shunned
self-promotion and turned down advancements iettetiey were not justified. He
continued to serve in the Army after the war - peting freedmen from abuse, setting up
military commissions to enforce labor contracts] emprotect places threatened by Ku
Klux Klan violence. He died of a stroke March 2870 and was buried in Oakwood
Cemetery in Troy, New York. None of his Southemmilg attended the funeral.

If you have a short article, book review, or sortteeoitem that may be of interest to
our members, please submit it via emalil to theoeditikt60 @att.neby the tenth day
following the preceding month’s meeting. PleaseHIBRDTACK in the subject line
and include your email address in case | needntacbyou.

Historic Site of the Month

Old Bardstown Village Civil War Museum of the Western Theater:

The Civil War Museum is located in an 8500 sgbitilding and is the fourth-largest
Civil War Museum in the United States. This musdaguses mainly on the War of the
Western States through geographical and chron@bgegments as visitors move
through a series of exhibits featuring both Uniad &onfederacy artifacts. The
Women'’s Civil War Museum, which depicts the rolesmen played as nurses, spies,



soldiers, and homemakers during the Civil Warpcated in the Historic Wright Talbott
House, adjacent to the Civil War Museum. The PioM#éage depicts a colonial village
dating from 1776 to 1820. The War Memorial of MichArica Museum honors those
who serve to preserve freedom from the Revolutipkéar to Desert Storm. The

Wildlife Museum depicts North American wildlife their natural habitat. The museum
hours are March 1 — December 15, 10 a.m. — 5 p.omddy — Sunday. The cost is $6.00
for the Civil War Museum and $4.00 for each of tleer museums for adults; and $2.00
for each museum for children ages 7-12; and freehidren 7 and under. Combination
tickets for three museums $8.50 and for all fiveseums $10.00 for adults; and all
museums $4.00 for children ages 7-12. Bardstovocated in Central Kentucky
between 1-65 and I-75, just off the Bluegrass Parkvirrom Lexington, take Route 60 to
the Bluegrass Parkway. Continue on the Bluegraskymu reach exit 25. Take a right at
the exit and follow the road into town. From Loul/ take 1-65 South to exit 112, and
turn left at the exit. Follow this road about 18ewsiuntil you reach Bardstown. The Civil
War Museum is located at 310 E. Broadway.

For more information, visitttp://www.civil-war-museum.org/index.htror call 502-
349-0291.

Indianapolis Civil War Round Table
6019 Allendale Dr.
Indianapolis, IN 46224



