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Recovery and Restoration

Of the USS Monitor

Presented by Jeff Johnston

The Monitor National Marine Sanctuary, designated in l975 and lying 20 miles off the coast of North Carolina, was our nation’s first marine sanctuary and serves to protect the remains of the historic Civil War ironclad, USS Monitor.  The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is going to great lengths to preserve this 140-year old national treasure.  Thanks to these efforts, on August 5, 2002, the turret was raised and once again rests above the water’s surface.  In addition to the turret, the vessel’s steam engine and a significant portion of the hull were also recovered.

Even today, the Monitor remains a marvel of engineering achievements.  With the recovery of key components of this historic vessel, researchers are still learning of the ingenuity that went into its design, construction, and utilization.  Once restoration is complete, many generations to come will be able to enjoy an up-close and personal encounter with Civil War and maritime history


About the Speaker:   Jeff Johnston is an Archaeology Team Shift Leader and Program Specialist at the NOAA Monitor National Marine Sanctuary.  He has been working as a research assistant and program specialist with the Sanctuary since l995.  During Monitor Expedition 2002, Jeff was logging 12-hour shifts each day while also providing topside support for recordkeeping, historical information, and detail analysis on the Monitor’s design and construction, as well as details of the wreck site.  In his current position, Jeff has become one of the leading experts on the Monitor, particularly on the details of its layout and construction.

Jeff has over 20 years experience in the field of maritime history.  While he has designed and implemented interpretive/educational programs for a number of museums and national and state parks, he specializes in the navies of the Civil War.  He has researched, designed, and taught programs for students ranging from middle-school age to adults and on such subjects as the common lives of l8th and l9th century sailors and the experimental weapons and ironclads used by both the Union and Confederate navies. 

Please bring a friend to hear our speaker.

DINNER AT SHAPIRO’S

ALL MEMBERS AND GUESTS ARE INVITED TO SHAPIRO’S DELI AT 5:30 P.M.

        TO ENJOY DINNER AND FELLOWSHIP PRIOR TO THE MEETING.


Hardtack Editor

 
Please send book reviews, interesting articles, etc. to place in the Hardtack to me at the following:  Debby Chestnut, 441 S. Catherwood Ave., Indianapolis, 46219; E-Mail:  dchad@indy.net or chestnud@mail.ips.k12.in.us.  Phone:  356-5117 (home) or 226-4101 (work): Fax: 226-3444.  Deadline for June Hardtack: May 21.

Treasurer

We still plan to deliver the Hardtack vie e-mail for as many members as possible.  Please make your e-mail address available to Dorothy Jones joejones@iquest.net and Doug Wagner dougwag@msn.com. 

Civil War Quiz

By Tony Trimble

See how many of the nicknames below you can connect to their Civil War owners.  

1.  “Little Powell”

2.  “Old Parlez”

3.  “Pap”

4.  “Old Pap”

5. “The Superb”

Answers to April Quiz:  1) Hugh A. Garland; 2) A spring-loaded trigger to ensure explosion on impact; 3) Clara Barton;  4) CSS H.L. Hunley; 5) William M. Wherry

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reenactment in Spotsylvania County


On May 7-9, 2004, for the first time in 40 years, the Battle of Spotsylvania will be reenacted in Spotsylvania County, Virginia.  The county has dug over a quarter mile Confederate trench, full scale to the Mule Shoe!  The Mule Shoe battle will take place at 5:30 a.m. on May 9th, complete with pyrotechnics and 4,000 reenactors.


Friday, May 7 there will be several demonstrations, including music of the Civil War, with a dance in the evening under the activity tent.  Saturday, May 8 will also have demonstrations, a battle scenario, and a candlelight tour of the Confederate earthworks.  Sunday, May 9th, just before dawn, attack of the Mule Shoe.


Ticket prices for adults:  One day $20.00; Both Saturday and Sunday, $35.00.  You can visit the website for additional information and the schedule at:  http://www.spotsylvania140th.com.

2

New Book


“Guide to Civil War Nashville,” the new book published by the Battle of Nashville Preservation Society is now available for purchase through their website at: http://www.bonps.org/cwn/cwn.htm. Cost: $19.00 (softbound) for single copy or $29.95 (hardbound) for a copy autographed by the author.


This is a 76-page book that takes you, armchair-bound or in your vehicle, on a 50-mile long tour of 25 historic sites in Tennessee’s capital city associated with the l862-65 Union occupation and the l864 Battle of Nashville.  It includes both travel and battle maps, photographs, orders for battle for Thomas and Hood’s armies, and a page devoted to the 19 recipients of the Congressional Medal of Honor.

Annual Civil War Days at Billie Creek Village


Indiana’s largest Civil War event in Rockville, IN will take place on Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. and Sunday, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p., June 12-13, and will include battles on both days. Events will include military and civilian activities, Saturday evening ball, period church service on Sunday, battalion drill competition with cash prizes, pioneer foods, bands, crafts, marching troops, hospitals and much more.  For more information you may call at 765-569-3430.

Annual Trip of ICWRT – Atlanta Campaign

June 21-26, 2004


Our tour director, Nikki Schofield has 22 people signed up for the 2004 tour. She will need 50 people in order to make the trip a go.  You do not have to be a round table member to go.  The tour this year will have an on-board guide, Greg Biggs, an authority on the Atlanta Campaign, who will be the guide on and off the bus.


The tour bus will be leaving on Friday, June 21 at 7:30 a.m. from the Ramada Limited at 7050 E. 21st and returning on Saturday, June 26 about 4:00 p.m.  The trip includes a tour of Stones River Battlefield; tour of battlefields in North Georgia, Ringgold, Rocky Face Ridge, Resaca, Kennesaw Mountain and River Line area; Southern Museum of Civil War & Locomotive History; Atlanta, Peachtree Creek, Ezra Church; Atlanta History Center Museum; Sam Davis House in Smyrna, TN; tour of Fort Donelson; Jefferson F. Davis Monument and much more.


Cost:  $396.00, which includes travel, lodging (double occupancy), all admission fees, and one box lunch.  Breakfast is included with stay at the Hampton Inn hotels.  Rest of the meals are on your own. If you don’t want to pay all at once, just send $100 to Nikki Schofield, 7929 Hunters Path, Indianapolis, IN 46214-1535, and make the check out to her with a notation as to how many are going.  The balance of the cost will be due by June 1st.

Any questions or concerns, please contact Nikki Schofield at 328-8782 or e-mail at nlschofield@aol.com.

Humor in the Civil War

Some Union artillerymen from Co. D, of the 3rd Rhode Island got together $15 and one soldier snuck past the guards and headed for the nearest sutler.  The only thing the sutler had were some unmarked canned goods which the soldier bought and headed back to camp.  Their hopes for a great meal were quickly dashed as the cans were found to contain asparagus and that asparagus was rotten!  So that it would not be a total waste, the cans were put in the cannons and fired over the enemy in an opening volley..
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Veterans:  Who Do They Think They Are?

They are the men and women who live every day in pain.

Physical pain from their wounds, lost limbs, or maybe it’s the shrapnel they still carry,

Emotional pain from being separated from their families for long periods of time,

For missing the birth of their child, or death of a parent.

Mental pain for what they have seen and what they had to do.

Pain from knowing that they would have died for you and you are not wise enough to know you should care.

They are the ones who make life-long friends.

They know how precious life is and they never forget the ones who didn’t make it back.  Never.

That is why you will see Veteran’s at the cemetery on Memorial Day walking around and silently thanking the ones who are buried there.

They don’t have to know them personally to know the sacrifice each one made.

They are the ones who are loud and boisterous.

They are the ones who are quiet.

They are the ones who shivered in the foxhole, trying to keep the enemy at bay.

They are the ones who crawled through sand when the temperature was 126 degrees.

They are the ones who carried their buddy to safety.

They are the ones who sometimes drink too much, trying to keep the memories from haunting them.

They are the ones who carry the flag with the honor and respect it deserves.

They are the ones who wear their military uniform with pride and still have it in their closet years later.

They are the ones who don’t ask you to go out of your way for them.

They are the ones who have gone out of their way for you.

They are the ones who spent many nights awake on guard duty so you didn’t have to.

They are the ones who helped keep our shores safe.

They are the ones who missed their birthdays, anniversaries, and other important dates.

They are the ones who got shot and got sent home, but felt guilty because their buddies were still there.

They are the ones who followed orders even when they didn’t want to.

They are the ones who had enough love and pride in their country to do a job many others couldn’t do.

They are the ones who stepped up when the call went out.

They are the ones who ate MRE’s till they were sick of them.

They are the ones who cried “Medic” at the top of their lungs though they couldn’t even hear their own voice.

They are the ones who cried when they were alone in their tent.

They are the ones who flew planes, drove tanks, worked a ship, and armed the missiles.

They are the ones who had moms at home praying for them every minute of every day.

They are the ones who made it safe for you so you could go to school or work.

They are the ones who missed ordering pizza, the movies, the shopping trips, and all that you take for granted.

They are the ones who asked to take a friend’s deployment because that friend had a family.

They are the ones who gave their girlfriends a lock of their hair to keep as a promise of their return.

They are the ones who wanted to come home.

They are the ones who didn’t return.

They are the ones who waited months for a letter.

How can you not wait one day?

This Memorial Day remember those who have served and those who are serving today.  Their sacrifice has been great
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Annual Dinner Meeting

June 14, 2004

Old Spaghetti Factory *

210 South Meridian Street

Indianapolis, Indiana 46225

(317) 635-6325

Cost is $10 per person

Dinner to be served at 6:30 p.m. and includes:

Choice of one (1) entrée:

· Fettuccine Alfredo (fettuccine pasta in a butter cream sauce with Romano cheese), or

· Baked Lasagna (layers of pasta, tomato sauce, ground beef and pork & cheese), or

· Spaghetti with Meatballs (pasta with seasoned ground beef in a classic marinara sauce)

Salad

Fresh-baked bread

Spumoni ice cream for dessert

Guest speaker will be Lloyd Hunter discussing the

18th Indiana Volunteer Infantry Regiment

Reservation form (below) should be completed and submitted, along with payment, by June 4, 2004. If paying by check, please make it out to: Indianapolis Civil War Round Table. Reservation form and payment can be brought to the May meeting or mailed to the following:

Tony Roscetti




Doug Wagner

6270 Brixton Lane



5245 Kathcart Way




Indianapolis, IN 46220


Indianapolis, IN 46254

*Parking is available on the street (meters may be enforced) or in the Circle Center Mall Parking Garage located on Georgia Street between Illinois Street and Meridian Street.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please detach and mail this form, along with payment, to either Tony Roscetti or Doug Wagner

Reservations for the Indianapolis Civil War Round Table, June 14, 2004 dinner meeting:

Name of person attending: _______________________________________________


     Choice of Entrée: ____________________________________________________ 


Name of person attending: _______________________________________________


     Choice of Entrée: ____________________________________________________


Name of person attending: _______________________________________________


     Choice of Entrée: ____________________________________________________




From the Board
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