HARDTACK


A Publication of the Indianapolis Civil War Round Table – October 2002
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
        President – Dr. Lloyd Hunter

                               Secretary – Dr. Betty Enloe

        Vice President – Steve Hill



                  Treasurer – Doug Wagner





             Hardtack Editor – Debby Chestnut

       Distribution Managers – Dorothy Jones & Peg Bertelli                              Quiz Master – Tony Trimble

October 14, 2002

Monday – 7:30 p.m. at the Indiana Historical Society

450 W. Ohio St.

(Parking in lot north of the Society off New York St. – Please enter via Northeast Door)
Federal Colors of the Civil War

Presented by Steven W. Hill

A lifelong student of military history, Steven W. Hill has been researching military flags and colors, with special focus on the regimental colors of Union forces in the American Civil War, and the regimentals of the five major combatants in the American War for Independence—for over 25 years.  He served eleven years in the United States Army, three as an enlisted soldier, including combat duty as a helicopter door gunner in Vietnam, and eight as a commissioned officer of Infantry.  He rounded out his twenty years commitment as a major in the Reserves.

On leaving active service in 1986 he received a Master’s degree in American History and Certificate of Museum Studies from the University of Delaware.  Shortly after, he became curator of the Historical Society of Delaware, which owns all of the Civil War regimental colors of Delaware, as well Revolutionary War and other Delaware militia colors.

In 1988 Mr. Hill was invited to interview for the position of historian and curator for the Massachusetts State House Flag Project, and was selected for the post.  He was approximately 85% of the way through a manuscript on the almost 500 battleflags of Massachusetts when the plug was pulled on the project in July 95.  From 1997 to 2000 he was curator at the Old State House in Boston, oldest public building in the original 13 states and site of the Boston Massacre.  Since October 2000 he has been on the museum staff of the Indiana War Memorial Commission in Indianapolis, which among other things, houses the State’s collection of over 300 military flags dating from the Mexican War to the present.

In addition to these “regular” positions, Mr. Hill is a flag maker for museums, the military and government, movies, TV, and reenactment groups.  He is also a consultant to museums, publishers, and historical painters on the details of military flags and their histories.   Among the places his flags are on display: the Smithsonian Institute's Museum of American History; Chickamauga, Petersburg, and Perryville National Battlefield Parks; the Fortress of Louisbourg, Nova Scotia; the Old Guard Museum, Washington DC; US Treasury Department; US Army Artillery Museum; US Army National Guard Headquarters; Harvard University’s Memorial Hall; Historical Society of Delaware; and the State capitol buildings of Maine, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut.  He is currently working on commission to paint 38 flags to replace the original Civil War and Spanish War flags in the Cadet Chapel at West Point.

DINNER AT SHAPIRO’S

ALL MEMBERS AND GUESTS ARE INVITED TO SHAPIRO’S DELI AT 5:30 P.M.

        TO ENJOY DINNER AND FELLOWSHIP PRIOR TO THE MEETING.


 Message from the President


The ICWRT is seeking a Webmaster—someone who can organize, design, and oversee our new Website.  If you have such expertise and would like a fresh challenge or know of someone who would fit that category, please let us know.  You can see me or Ray Shortridge, who is temporarily serving in that capacity, if interested.  

Hardtack Editor 

 
Please send book reviews, interesting articles, etc. to place in the Hardtack to me at the following:  Debby Chestnut, 441 S. Catherwood Ave., Indianapolis, 46219; E-Mail:  dchad@indy.net or chestnud@mail.ips.k12.in.us.  Phone:  356-5117 (home) or 226-4101 (work):Fax: 226-3444. Deadline for November Hardtack: October 24.

Treasurer

Re-enlistment Dues: If you have not done so, now is the time to submit your dues for the Indianapolis Civil War Round Table’s 2002-2003 Campaign. Cost:  $25 Individual - $30 Family.  Please mail your dues to: D A Wagner, 5245 Kathcart Way,  Indianapolis, Indiana 46254.
We still plan to deliver the Hardtack via E-mail for as many members as possible. Please make your E-mail address available to Dorothy Jones (joejones@iquest.net) and Doug Wagner (dougwag@msn.com).
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CIVIL WAR QUIZ

By Tony Trimble

1. What government office did Gen. Elkanah Greer occupy in the Trans-Mississippi?

2.   Name the Confederate Lt. Colonel whose "heroic conduct" while in command of the 1st Arkansas led 

      to his immediate promotion to Colonel from the date of the action.

3.   Name the member of the Kentucky State Legislature who commanded a Union regiment at the Battle     

      of Richmond, Ky.

4.  The sinking of what ship nearly killed future Rear Adm. William T. Sampson?  Name the future 

     naval disaster in which Sampson was also involved.

5.   Name the prominent secessionist spokesman who headed the Presbyterian Church in the 

      Confederate States of America.  How did he die?

Answers to September Quiz:  1)  56th Pensylvania; Brvt. Gen. J. William Hofmann; 2) David S. Stanley; Arthur MacArthur; 3) John B. Gordon; 4) Clement A. Evans; 5) Alfred Iverson defeated George Stoneman near Macon, Ga.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

UPCOMING EVENTS

· Oct. 4-6, 2002 - 140th Anniversary of the reenactment of the Battle of Perryville, Kentucky. This will be a major event this year with over 3,000 reenactors.

· Oct. 5, 2002 - Work detail at Gettysburg Battlefield to maintain the position of the 27th Indiana.

· Oct. 9, 2002 – Hoosier Blue & Gray CW Round Table of Connersville is presenting Dr. James Ramage, Northern Ky. University as its speaker.  He will speak on the "Life of Margaret Mitchell."  Program will begin at 7:30 p.m. at the Canal House in Connersville. 

· Oct. 18-20, 2002 - 13th Annual Blackford County Civil War Days in Hartford City, Indiana.

· Oct. 26, 2002 – The 6th Indy Civil War Show at the Indiana State Fairgrounds Event Center, 1202 E. 38th St.

Stepping Back In Time

By Nikki Schofield


On Wednesday, September 11, 2002, I stepped back in time and followed John Hunt Morgan's five-mile route of July 12, 1863, which is now part of the Jefferson Proving Ground, near Madison, Indiana.  My host for the two-hour tour was Ken Knouf, Facilities Manager, and treasurer of the Jefferson County Civil War Round Table.  Also on our trip were Al Harmon, who opened gates and drove the van when we were hiking through the woods, and Louis Munier, age 82.


Louis was 22 years old when the federal government required his family to move all their land so the Proving Ground could be established.  We saw the Munier House, with 18-inch thick stone walls, built by a German in the l850's.  It is now just a shell, with trees and brush almost hiding it from view.


We stayed on the roads and paths, because there are unexploded shells all over the ground.  Every spring the US Fish & Wildlife Service does burn-overs, and several shells usually explode during those times.  I was told not to touch anything, which order I obeyed.


I saw the stone markers erected in the l930's, telling of Morgan's exploits during that Sunday he rode across this land.  One marker told of some Confederates being captured by Union men home on leave.  Louis said Morgan's men took two horses from his great-grandfather that day.


If you would like to take a trip on Saturday to Madison, see the five-mile gag, which we were unable to see on our trip last June, eat lunch at the Key West Shrimp House, and visit the Lanier Mansion, let me know.

My telephone number is:  317-328-8782 and e-mail at nlschofield@aol.com

The Museum of the Confederacy Launches New Web Site


The Museum of the Confederacy is pleased to announce it is launching a new web site at: www.moc.org.  Some highlights of the new site feature special pages and resources for teachers, children and Museum members; finding aids and research services; detailed information about the Museum's extensive collection, and much more.  The web site also offers a virtual tour of the White House of the Confederacy, the residence of Confederate President Jefferson Davis and family throughout the war, now restored to its wartime appearance.  Currently available to all public, the tour will become a permanent benefit of membership only. This website may be under construction from time to time as it is updated.

Nashville Has New Battle Driving Tour


The two years' partnership between the Battle of Nashville Preservation Society and the Metro Historical Commission has culminated with a driving tour of the Battle of Nashville. "Nashville:  Occupied City" features 17 historically and architecturally significant building and landscapes including Travellers Rest, Belmont Mansion, Belle Meade Plantation, Shy's Hill, Confederate Redoubt No. 1 and City Cemetery.  Maps and photographs of all tour sites are included.  The full-size, color brochure features a narrative of the battle, a map of the battle and battle site locations, and photos, and text describing the tour stops.  Website: www.bonps.org.

HORSES OF THE CIVIL WAR

From the swift-footed steed of the cavalry soldier, to the strong artillery horse, to the horses that dutifully pulled the ambulance and supply wagons, there is no denying that the horse played an integral part in the Civil War. Many horses paid a high price for their devotion to man; at one point early in the war, more horses than men were being killed. The average life expectancy for a horse used in the war was about six months. In 1997, the Virginia Historical Society unveiled a bronze statue of a horse in honor of all equines that were involved in the war. "The War Horse" stands in front of the society's building in Richmond. The monument's inscription reads: " In memory of the over one and a half million horses and mules of the Confederate and Union armies who were killed, who were wounded or died from disease in the Civil War." Some of those horses, like their famous riders, we still know by name today. 

In the spring of 1861, Thomas Jackson bought his wife a horse named Fancy. However, it was Jackson who was soon riding the horse. The horse, a sorrel-colored gelding, was rather thin and unimpressive. "Stonewall" Jackson was only a mediocre rider, but the small horse suited him well. He renamed the horse Little Sorrel and came to depend upon him. Little Sorrel was strong and almost tireless. He was not easily spooked, which was definitely an important trait in a battle mount. General Jackson rode Little Sorrel throughout the war. He was in fact riding him when he was mortally injured by friendly fire in May of 1863. After the war, Little Sorrel returned to Mrs. Jackson until she was no longer able to care for him. The horse ultimately wound up at the Virginia Military Institute, where General Jackson had been a professor of artillery tactics and philosophy. The horse was sent to VMI by train and many veterans stood along side the tracks to salute the horse as the train passed. Little Sorrel was a sort of mascot to the cadets at VMI until his death in 1886, at age 36. His hide is on display at the VMI museum, but his bones were cremated in 1997. They were buried at VMI near a statue of General Jackson. 

One of General George Mead's horses was Baldy, named for his white face. Mead bought this horse in 1861. He did not think much of the horse at first, but eventually became very fond of him. Baldy had a strange gait that made it uncomfortable for others to ride along side of him. Baldy was ridden by General Mead at Gettysburg and was injured on July 2nd, 1863, recovered and was ridden by he general after the war. This was but one of the at least five times that Baldy was injured during the war. He outlived his master and marched in General Mead's funeral procession in 1872. Baldy was put down ten years later when old age had made him too weak too even stand. His remains were buried, but they were dug up about a week later by a few veterans who felt that the horse should be preserved for posterity. They cut off the horse's head and a taxidermist did preserve it. Old Baldy's head can still be seen today in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


 Ulysses S. Grant developed a love for horses early in his life. As a small child, he played near the horses at his father's tannery, even crawling among their hooves. As Grant grew, he became an accomplished rider. General Grant rode many horses during the war. One of these was a black pony named Jeff Davis. This pony was taken from a farm owned by Joe Davis, brother of the Confederate president. Grant liked this horse so much that he asked the quartermaster to appraise it. The general then bought Jeff Davis and kept him for the rest of the pony's life. Egypt was another horse of Grant's. This horse was a gift from a group of people in southern Illinois in an area known as Little Egypt. Grant kept Egypt with him long after the war was over. The most famous of General Grant's horses was probably Cincinnati. The general was visiting his ill son in St. Louis when he received this horse from a man named S.S. Grant. This man was very ill himself, and no longer able to ride the horse. He thought that the general would give his beloved horse a good home and wanted the general to accept the horse as a gift. General Grant accepted the offer and named the horse Cincinnati.

 The horse was eighteen hands high and was descended from Lexington, a record breaking thoroughbred. At one point, General Grant supposedly refused an offer of $10,000 in gold for the horse. Very few people were permitted to ride Cincinnati, but General Grant did make an exception for President Lincoln, who reportedly enjoyed riding the horse very much. Jeff Davis, Egypt, and Cincinnati went to the White House with Grant after he was elected president. 


The most famous horse of the Civil War belonged to the most famous general. This horse was of course Traveller, ridden by General Robert E. Lee. The general had several other horses, including Brown-Roan, Richmond, Lucy Long, and Ajax, but Traveller was his favorite. Traveller was a saddle-bred gelding, gray in color with black points. He was strong and stood sixteen hands tall. He was also quick. In fact, he got his name because he was such a "good traveler". Traveller was born in Virginia in 1857. General Lee bought him in 1861 for $200 and they were together from that point on. After the war, Traveller went with the general to his post at Washington College. The horse lost many hairs from his tail to admirers who wanted a souvenir of the famous horse and his general. When General Lee died in 1870, Traveller marched in his funeral with reversed boots in his stirrups. The faithful horse did not outlive his master by long. In 1871, Traveller stepped on a nail and developed lockjaw. The veteran had to be euthanized to end his suffering. Washington College displayed his bones until the 1970's. At that time, Traveller's remains were buried at the college, not far from where General Lee is buried. 

Horses were an important part of every day life in the 19th century. They were even more important to those locked in a life and death struggle for the fate of our nation. Many Civil War heroes are memorialized atop their horses. This is "altogether fitting and proper", as their horses were not only vital to these men, but in many cases, beloved as well.

INDIANAPOLIS CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE

CAMPAIGN 2002-2003

 (This year’s programs Co-sponsored by the Col. Eli Lilly Civil War Museum)

  MEETING DATE
     
 PRESENTOR
   

 TOPIC
  September 9, 2002

Herman Hattaway

The Presidency of Jefferson Davis
 October 14, 2002

Steven W. Hill

Federal Colors of the Civil War

 November 11, 2002

Nancy Baxter


The Fitz John Porter Court

Martial: Helping create a Civil War book 

 December 9, 2002

Mark Jaeger


Letters of a “Wilder’s boy,” 

72d Indiana Regiment

January 13, 2003

Steve Jackson


My Boys in Blue 

February 10, 2003

Howard Madaus  

Unit Colors as Reflections of Union 

and Confederate War Aims

March 10, 2003

Nancy Eckerman

Indiana in the CW: Doctors,

Hospitals, and Medical Care
April 14, 2003

Jeffrey C. Hall

The Stand of the US Army at

Gettysburg  

May 12, 2003


William Selm


Indiana State Soldiers and

Sailors Monument

June 12, 2003


Alex Wise


The Tredegar Approach: Historical
Annual Dinner





Interpretation at the Tredegar Iron Works

at Jonathan Byrd's
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