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(Parking in lot north of the Society off New York St. – Please enter via Northeast Door)
The Stand of the US Army at Gettysburg

Presented by Jeffrey C. Hall

    
Hundreds of books have been written about the Battle of Gettysburg, yet nearly all seem to pose the question of victory or defeat as a question of what went wrong in the Confederate Army, as if Confederate victory were a given, that the Union army could hardly affect the outcome so long as the Confederates made no serious mistakes.  Jeffrey C. Hall takes a different approach.  Commenting on Hall's work, our own Alan Nolan, author of Lee Considered and The Iron Brigade, put it this way:  "This is the story of the Federal defense leading to Federal victory."  Or as George Pickett is reputed to have said when asked about the Confederate defeat in which his name played so conspicuous a part, "I always thought the Yankees had something to do with it."  






Mr. Hall's interest and interpretations spring not only from his exhaustive research on the battle itself, but also on the historiography of the battle—the history of the history.  How accurately do the more conventional views about Gettysburg, and why its outcome came as it did, reflect the reality of the situation during those weeks of campaign and three days of battle in l863?  Do elements of the relentlessly ongoing, including recent, scholarship about Gettysburg help us better approach this reality?  The Union Army made a stand at Gettysburg on July 1, l863, and subsequently won one of the pivotal battles of the Civil War.  This presentation will tell us something of how that was done.


About the Presenter:  Jeffrey C. Hall is a biologist who has done genetic and behavioral research since the l960's, publishing papers about the molecular neurobiology of courtship behavior and biological rhythms.  He has taught courses in biology at Brandeis University since the mid l970's.  

Mr. Hall began his study of the American Civil War as an avocation in the early l980's.  His extensive research into the Battle of Gettysburg led to public presentations about the battle and tours led by him of the battlefield itself.  These activities are described in Time, Love, Memory, a book by Jonathan Weiner which is in part about Hall's career in research (Knopf, l999).  Such activities also promoted the creation of a Brandeis University history course about the Gettysburg campaign, which Mr. Hall has taught since the mid l990's.  His book, The Stand of the Union Army at Gettysburg, is currently being published by Indiana University Press and will be released in July 2003.
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Message from the President

The ICWRT's new website is up and running.  Brock Pickett, our Webmaster, has done an excellent job.  You may visit us at www.indianapoliscwrt.org.    
Hardtack Editor

Please send book reviews, interesting articles, etc. to place in the Hardtack to me at the following:  Debby Chestnut, 441 S. Catherwood Ave., Indianapolis, 46219; E-Mail:  dchad@indy.net or chestnud@mail.ips.k12.in.us.  Phone:  356-5117 (home) or 226-4101 (work): Fax: 226-3444.  Deadline for May Hardtack: April 23, 2003.
Treasurer

We still plan to deliver the Hardtack via E-mail for as many members as possible. Please make your E-mail address available to Dorothy Jones (joejones@iquest.net)  and WagnerWagner (dougwag@msn.com).
Preservation Committee

Morgan Trail - Dick Skidmore reports that Idot installed the interpretive roadside signs along the Morgan Trail.  The project is complete, and Dick and his volunteers are distributing the printed materials to schools in the vicinity of the trail.  The Tourism Bureau will be holding a Morgan Trail kick-off celebration somewhere in Harrison County towards the end of February.

Gettysburg - 27th Indiana Volunteer Infantry Work Detail – Will be held on Saturday, April 5. Three volunteers, suffering from cabin fever this winter have already signed up to celebrate Spring at the position of the 27th Indiana Volunteer Infantry at Gettysburg.  To volunteer, email Ray Shortridge (rayshortridge@netscape.net).  Hospitality get-together before dinner Friday evening (4-6 p.m.) in Ray's room at the Best Inn in Gettysburg at 301 Steinwehr Avenue across from Visitors Center. For more information on the 27th Indiana, we recommend to Kristopher and Larry Liggett's Indiana and the Civil War website.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Civil War Trip to Charleston

The June 20-28 Civil War Trip has only 20 people signed up and paid.  We will need 50 people in order for this trip to take place.  If you plan on going on this trip, Nikki Schofield needs to know immediately so that arrangements can be finalized.

Upcoming Events

· April 26-27, 2003 – Fourth Annual Midwest Book, Map and Print Fair.  Indiana Historical Society. A collection from one of the nation's top rare book, print and map sellers.  More than 25 dealers from across the country.  Entrance fee:  $7 general public; $5 HIS members.  Open from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.
· June 20-June 27/28, 2003 - The Indianapolis Civil War Round Table will travel to Charleston, South Carolina, to see The Hunley, C.S.A. submarine. Also, included: a city tour of Charleston, Fort Sumter, Fort Moultrie or WWll battleships, Abraham Lincoln Museum in Cumberland Gap (special evening opening for our visit), Magnolia Plantation on Ashley River Road including a 45-minute train ride, Rivers Bridge State Park, tour home of Alexander Hamilton Stephens, Liberty Hall, Confederate Museum in Crawfordsville, GA, Chickamauga guided tour by James Ogden III, Carter House and Carnton House in Franklin, TN, evening programs, and much more. Cost:  $560 per person. First payment of $100 due April 14 and final payment of $460 due May 12. Any questions, you may contact Nikki Schofield at 328-8782 or e-mail at nlschofield@aol.com.

· May 2-4, 2003 – Midwest Civil War Round Table Conference at the Quality Suites, 4747 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, OH – Sponsored by Cincinnati CWRT – For more information, contact Dan Reigle, 513-777-9255 or website at www.cincinnaticwrt.org.

2

CIVIL WAR QUIZ

By Tony Trimble

1. Name the U.S. Senator who chaired the Committee on the Conduct of the War.

2. Name the Indianapolis tinsmith who commanded the 13th Indiana in the Valley campaign of l862.

3.   Name the Union general whose grandfather was a member of Washington's cabinet.  He served    

     on the staff of his brother-in-law.  Who was his commander?                    

4.   Name the Confederate general whose Belle Meade Plantation was known as one of the best 

      stables in America.

5. Name the Union general whose pants were the focus of a battle at Monroe's Crossing, South

Carolina.

Answers to February Quiz:  1) "The Great Peppering"; 2) Cold Harbor, l864; 3) "Hold The Fort";         4) Invented the James Projectile; Killed during a demonstration of his invention; 5) John C. Fremont and his Guard whose special treatment inspired the envy of others.







Looking for Information 

     Dale Boersma is looking for information on his wife's gr-grandfather Thomas A. Luntsford (also spelled Lundsford).  He was with the Confederate 61st Tennessee Mounted Infantry.  He was captured on July 4th, l863 at Vicksburg and ended up at Camp Morton, from which he was paroled.  Dale is asking if anyone is aware of any documentation that he can access to verify this information.  Dale can be contacted through his e-mail address at:  kjojak@aol.com.

INDIANAPOLIS CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE

CAMPAIGN 2002-2003

 (This year’s programs Co-sponsored by the Col. Eli Lilly Civil War Museum)

  MEETING DATE
     

PRESENTOR
   

TOPIC
  September 9, 2002

Herman Hattaway

The Presidency of Jefferson Davis
 October 14, 2002

Steven W. Hill


Federal Colors of the Civil War

 November 11, 2002

Nancy Baxter


The Fitz John Porter Court

Martial: Helping create a Civil War book 

December 9, 2002

Mark Jaeger


Letters of a “Wilder’s boy,” 72nd Ind. Reg

January 13, 2003

Steve Jackson


My Boys in Blue 

February 10, 2003

Howard Madaus  

Unit Colors as Reflections of Union 

and Confederate War Aims

March 10, 2003


Nancy Eckerman

Indiana in the CW: Doctors,

Hospitals, and Medical Care

April 14, 2003


Jeffrey C. Hall


The Stand of the US Army at Gettysburg

May 12, 2003


William Selm


Indiana State Soldiers and Sailors









Monument

June 12, 2003


Alex Wise


The Tredegar Approach: Historical

Annual Dinner






Interpretation at the Tredegar Iron Works

at Jonathan Byrd's
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A Little Civil War Humor

On February 17, 1865, fire swept the capital city of Columbia, S.C. Southerners have long blamed Union Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman and his army of 'bummers' for the conflagration. Others have traced the origin of the blaze to Confederate cavalry burning cotton and supplies to prevent capture by the Union forces. At long last the real truth has emerged as explained in the following article.  The following item was published in the Columbia Historical Society Review, the quarterly newsletter of theColumbia Historical Society: 

The recent discovery of the Civil War diary of Miss Anna Hastings Botwell has excited historians across the state. The diary, which was discovered in the Society archives during the ongoing effort to catalog and index Society documents, was found in a box of papers belonging to Capt. John Botwell. Capt. Botwell's papers were donated to the Society in 1944 and have not been viewed for more than fifty years. The fifty-six page wartime diary of Miss Botwell (the Captain's daughter) offers a naive but revealing look at life in the Confederacy through the eyes of a southern belle. 

Anna Botwell was seventeen and attending the Cornwall Finishing School for Girl's in Columbia when she made her first entry in the diary which covers the ten month period between September, 1864 and June, 1865. One of the more interesting entries records the events surrounding the capture and subsequent burning of Columbia during the closing days of the Civil War. The entry reads as follows: 

"This morning our boys left town in a hurry. We pleaded with them to stay and protect us from those horrid Yankees but to no avail. Lt. Grissom told me they were executing a 'change of base'. As I am ignorant of military matters I cannot conceive what this means.

The Yankees soon entered the town in rapid order. They seem to be in high spirits and do not straggle and sulk as our boys do. They greeted us with exceptional politeness and on the whole were a great deal more congenial than we had been led to believe. 

For the most part they were perfect gentlemen with the exception of one scoundrel who has caused exceptional suffering and hardship by his wicked acts. It seems that one miscreant stole into the barn of a Mrs. O'Leary who lives on Canal St. While there he attempted to make off with the very milk which Mrs. O'Leary depends on for her poor young children. Needless to say, a good Confederate, the cow would not tolerate thieving Yankee hands on her teats and she kicked the young cretin near senseless. 

Upon gaining his sense the ill-mannered Yankee made a hasty retreat to the safety of his comrades. In his haste however he left the cigar which had been clenched between his wicked teeth lying on the floor of the barn. It seems that the burning embers ignited either the straw or several bales of cotton which Mrs. O'Leary's brother-in-law had hidden in the barn. In short order the whole barn was ablaze and the fire crew was called for. They made slow going since all of the younger men are off serving with Genl. Beuregard. Several Yankees near to the scene pitched in and assisted the firemen. They used their bayonets to poke holes in the hose so that the water would come out in a sprinkler effect, thereby covering more area. They assured the fire chief that this tactic had been used to great effect in Atlanta. 

Despite the brave efforts of our own crew, assisted by the Yankees, the conflagration soon grew out of control. At this point Genl.Sherman himself ordered a whole brigade to construct a fire break. This was done in short time by removing the cotton from the warehouses and piling it at strategic points. Kerosene was then used to light the cotton in hopes that the blaze would be contained. If not for the quick action of Genl. Sherman and his men I should think that the whole city would have been destroyed." 

Miss Botwell's diary is currently being edited by esteemed author Emma Barnwell, Professor of Women's Cultural Studies, at The Citadel. Ms. Barnwell's research shows the events relayed in Miss Botwell's diary to be historically accurate. Barnwell's research indicates that the Mrs. O'Leary referred to in the diary moved to Chicago, Illinois with her children and livestock after the war. Miss Botwell became engaged to Lt. George Cross of the 38th Indiana Cavalry. After the war she traveled to Indiana only to find that Lt. Cross had already been married five years previous. The situation was resolved when Lt. Cross, his wife, and Miss Botwell moved to Utah in 1866 and converted to Mormonism. Miss Botwell's brother, Sgt. Evander Botwell, was awarded the Confederate Cross of Honor for his actions in spiking his guns under heavy fire during the evacuation of Charleston. 

Change in Dinner Arrangements


     Due to an extreme fire at Shapiro's, they will be closed for a few months.  


     We will now be meeting at Friday's across from the Eiteljorg Museum until further notice.


     further notice.  Please join us at 5:30 p.m. for dinner and fellowship before 


     the meeting.





From the Board











2

