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Monday September 12, 2005   7:30 p.m.  at the Indiana History Center
While much Civil War scholarship has focused on famous and pivotal—and some not so famous or pivotal—battles in the East, less attention has been paid to the Civil War in the West.  There it was a very different story from the well-matched slugfests of the East; there it was an almost unbroken series of defeats and disasters for the fledgling Confederacy.  
In “The Crack of Doom,” Civil War scholar Greg Biggs discusses the politics and military problems confronting Confederate Department No. 2 (stretching from the Cumberland Gap to the Mississippi River), from the summer of 1861 through its collapse in February, 1862.  Mr. Biggs will consider the mistakes made by Confederate commanders from the local level on up to the Confederate White House, and will analyze why the Confederates lost and why the Federals won in this important theater of the War.  
Campaigns and battles in this overview include Belmont, Wildcat Mountain, Mill Springs, and Forts Henry and Donelson. Also discussed will be the extraordinary moves by Confederate General Albert Sidney Johnston to keep the Federals at bay for nearly six months by playing a grand game of bluff.  The presentation will be illustrated with slides and handouts. 
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        About Our Speaker
The Indianapolis Civil War Round Table welcomes back Civil War speaker, scholar, author, editor and tour guide, Greg Biggs.  Mr. Biggs is author of books on the Civil War flags of Alabama and Georgia as well as numerous articles in Blue & Gray Magazine, Civil War Regiments, and American Vexillum online magazine.  He has also served as Associate editor for Blue & Gray Magazine.  
Greg Biggs has served as Vice President and President of several Civil War Round Tables, and is currently President of the Clarksville, Tennessee CWRT, the Montgomery Civil War Preservation Society, and Friends of Fort Donelson.  He has shared billing with Ed Bearss on National Battlefield tours.  As many will recall, Mr. Biggs addressed the Indianapolis Civil War Round Table two years ago on the topic of Napoleonic influence on Civil War cavalry, and was the tour guide for the ICWRT’s June 2004 Atlanta Battlefield bus tour.
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Join Us Before the Meeting at Shapiro’s Deli!

 All ICWRT members and guests are invited to join us at Shapiro’s Delicatessen before the meeting to enjoy dinner and fellowship.
See you at Shapiro’s beginning at 5:30 P.M.
 808 S. Meridian St. (just south of McCarty St.) 
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The Indianapolis                               Civil War Round Table

2005-2006 Campaign
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Officers:

President:   Ray Shortridge rshortridge@girls-inc.org
Vice President:  Steve Hill dupageflag@insightbb.com
Secretary:  Janet Mitchell DMitc874@aol.com
Treasurer:   Peg Bertelli  pbbertelli@insightbb.com
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Committee Chairs:

Programs:  Steve Hill dupageflag@insightbb.com
Publicity:  Norris Darrall norrisdarrall@hotmail.com
Preservation:  Andy O’Donnell odar1@aol.com
HARDTACK Newsletter:                    

Editor:  Dave Klinestiver HardtackEditor@comcast.net 
Distribution:
Dave Klinestiver (Email)                     Tony Roscetti (U.S. mail)


ICWRT Meeting:  September 12, 2005
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at the

Indiana History Center Auditorium
450 West Ohio Street

Indianapolis, Indiana
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ICWRT News
Executive Committee Adopts New HARDTACK Distribution Policy
New Mail Subscription Fee to Take Effect in November

On August 6th, the ICWRT Executive Committee conducted its annual business meeting in preparation for the coming campaign.  Among the actions taken by the committee was the adoption of a new distribution policy for the HARDTACK, to be implemented beginning in November of this year.   

Reviewing the organization’s budget and expenditures for the campaign which ended in June, Treasurer Peg Bertelli reported that the Round Table’s regular operating expenses for the year —excluding contributions for battlefield preservation—exceeded revenues by $1,117.  Although the ICWRT was able to make up for last year’s deficit by drawing on its reserve account, the Executive Committee agreed that action was required now to keep the club operating on a balanced budget.

“The money we hold in our savings account came from hosting regional Round Table conferences and was earmarked for preservation initiatives,” noted ICWRT President Ray Shortridge. “It was not intended to be used for ordinary operating expenses.”  Shortridge further observed that the funds that now remain in the special projects account won’t last long if the organization draws down those savings by several hundred dollars every year to subsidize the general operating account.

In devising a balanced, self-sustainable operating budget for the 2005-2006 campaign, the Executive Committee considered a number of options to reduce, if not eliminate, the operating deficit.  After much deliberation, the Committee approved a new distribution plan for the organization’s monthly newsletter. 

HARDTACK editor Dave Klinestiver reported that the cost of producing and mailing the newsletter in paper form to members is now about $1.50 per copy.  Currently, approximately 75 members elect to receive the mailed monotone version of the newsletter rather than the full-color electronic edition distributed via email.  Klinestiver further noted that the annual cost of mailing paper copies of the HARDTACK to these members (approximately $1,125) comprised about 20% of the total Round Table budget for the 2004-2005 campaign and, coincidentally, nearly equaled the operating deficit for the year.  In contrast, he stated, the cost of distributing the newsletter electronically “is essentially zero.”   

The vast majority of members have access to the Internet and have, in fact, already provided an email address with their enlistment form last year.  Accordingly, the Executive Committee approved a plan to make electronic distribution (by email and/or posting on the ICWRT website) the “standard” means for distributing HARDTACK to members and others.  

Any member who does not have access to email or the Round Table’s Internet website may elect to receive the paper edition of the newsletter by regular U.S. mail, provided they pay a subscription fee that will offset the cost of printing and mailing.  The mail subscription fee will be prorated at $12.00 for the 2005-2006 year (commencing with the November newsletter) and will be $15.00 a year thereafter.  The September and October issues of HARDTACK this year will be mailed without charge to all members who previously received the newsletter via the U.S. Postal Service.               

Noting that the members who elected last season to receive the newsletter by email are, in essence, subsidizing the cost of distributing printed copies to the rest of the membership, Shortridge expressed the view of the Executive Committee that “a distribution plan that shifts the costs of copying and mailing to those who benefit from it is not only fiscally sound, but more equitable than our present distribution policy.”  

However, the Executive Committee also recognized that the new subscription fee, which is in addition to regular membership dues, may impose an economic hardship on some of our members.  Accordingly, the newsletter policy adopted by the committee authorizes the Treasurer to waive the subscription fee for those members who request special consideration on that basis.  In addition, anyone who has been a member of the ICWRT for twenty-five or more years may elect to receive the mailed version of HARDTACK at no charge.  As in the past, a limited number of copies of the newsletter will also be available for guests and others to pick-up at meetings.

Anyone with questions about the new distribution policy should see Ray Shortridge, Peg Bertelli or Dave Klinestiver at the September meeting, or contact any of them by phone or email (their email addresses are listed in the masthead on page 3). 
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For The Record

In June, the ICWRT presented the Civil War Preservation Trust with individual contributions from our membership totaling $1,570.  As part of our battlefield preservation initiative for the year, the Round Table matched those donations dollar-for-dollar and added another $500, for a total contribution of $3,640. 

	IMPORTANT NOTICE TO OUR U.S. MAIL RECIPIENTS

In accordance with the new distribution policy adopted by the ICWRT Executive Committee, beginning with the November 2005 issue of HARDTACK, printed copies of the newsletter will be mailed only to those individuals subscribing for such service.  The subscription fee (prorated for this year) of $12.00 must be received by the Treasurer no later than October 31st.
Subscriptions to the U.S. mail edition of HARDTACK may be included with your membership enlistment using the attached form.  If you have already enlisted for the 2005-2006 campaign, but wish to receive the print version of HARDTACK beginning in November, you may also use the attached form to submit your subscription request and payment.  
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   REMEMBER…

Subscription fees for the U.S. mail edition of HARDTACK are in addition to your regular membership fees, and are due by October 31!!

        



ICWRT Programs for 2005-2006
Unless otherwise noted, the ICWRT meets on the second Monday of the month at the Indiana History Center

September 12, 2005

The Crack of Doom: The Collapse

Greg Biggs





The Collapse of Confederate Dept. No.2

October 10, 2005

Indiana’s Naval Contribution to the War

Steve Hill

November 14, 2005

Military Intelligence in the Civil War

Jim Goeker

December 6, 2005

What the Cruel War Was Over


Chandra Manning

   (first Monday)


Issues and Values That Impelled Men to





Fight in the Civil War

January 9, 2006


Medical Treatment in the Civil War

Fred Shaefer

February 13, 2006

“Following Stonewall”



Sadie Ritchie

March 13, 2006


Topic to be announced



Mark Jaeger

April 10, 2006


The Last Five Years of Robert E. Lee’s Life
James Orr 

May 8, 2006


The Red River Campaign 


Gary Joiner

June 12, 2006


Annual Banquet / Collectors’ Showcase 

Dick Listenberger
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Calendar of Events
	October 2

  Sunday

	Generals Tour of Crown Hill Cemetery 
Commencing at the Waiting Station, 34th Street entrance; 2:00 PM  
90-min. tour of Civil War general gravesites. $5.00 per person. 
Contact Nikki Schofield (317) 328-8782; nikki1942@sbcglobal.net


	November 5

  Saturday
	“Hoosiers at Chickamauga”

Sullivan Museum and Genealogy Library, SullivanMunce Cultural Center

225 West Hawthorne St., Zionsville, IN; 9 AM to 4 PM  
Program includes James Ogborn, historian for the Chickamauga-Chattanooga National Military Park; Indianapolis genealogist Richard Enochs; Tom Williams; several living history reenactors. $50 per person (includes a continental breakfast and lunch)  

 

	November 12

   Saturday       
	Civil War Day at Pritzker Military Library 

610 N. Fairbanks, 2nd Fl., Chicago, IL  60611
Guest speakers and live webcast/virtual book signing with Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Doris Kearns Goodwin, author of the forthcoming “Team of Rivals:  The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln.”  Reservations required
Call Terry Embrey (312) 587-0234.  www.pritzkermilitarylibrary.org 
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   We recommend confirming all dates, times and locations for events not sponsored by the ICWRT
If you know of a Civil War-related event that may be of interest to ICWRT members, please send your information to Norris Darrall (norrisdarrall@hotmail.com) and HARDTACK (HardtackEditor@comcast.net).
ICWRT Annual Field Trip
Hoosiers Take (In) Richmond: An After Action Report
by Nikki Schofield, Tour Director

The Round Table’s summer field trip to Virginia was a great success.  Thirty-nine people participated in the bus tour, which took place the week of June 18-24.  Nineteen were members of the Indianapolis CWRT; ten were members of the Fort Wayne CWRT; two were members of the Cambridge City CWRT; and eight were not members of any Round Table!  Two of the attendees were fourteen-years-old, Jon Elliott and Emily Coleman.  About half of the remaining 37 people were seniors.
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Saturday - We toured the Freedom Center in Cincinnati, the new Underground Railroad Museum on the Ohio River.  We were impressed with the two-level slave pen, which was moved from Kentucky and placed in the atrium.


Sunday - Lexington, Virginia, was our tour site.  We saw the Lee Chapel (pictured at right), the Stonewall Jackson House, and the town cemetery where many famous Confederates are buried, including Jackson.  That evening, in Richmond, Sam Craghead, a member of the Richmond CWRT, was our speaker in the Hampton Inn meeting room.  He spoke on the C.S.A. Navy and Drewry's Bluff.

[image: image18.png]



Monday - We walked through Hollywood Cemetery in the morning, with two guides.  At 11:00 a.m., we arrived at the Museum of the Confederacy, where we received a warm welcome.  The MOC had a special exhibit of the C.S.A. Navy, which a guide explained to us.  Guides took us through the White House of the Confederacy, once the home of Jefferson and Varina Davis.  That evening, Robert Krick, historian at the Richmond National Battlefield Park, spoke to our group on the Seven Days Battles.


Tuesday - In the morning, we toured Pamplin Historical Park where the breakthrough on April 1, 1865 occurred.  Mike, our guide, took us to the location of the breakthrough, then on a walking tour of the soldiers' village and re-created entrenchments.  That afternoon, we toured the Petersburg Battlefield and saw the Crater.  On our way to dinner, we stopped at Drewry's Bluff.  Dinner was in the Half Way House, a 245-year-old (yes, built in 1760) stage stop, which was used by Ben Butler during the last days of the war.  Our evening speaker was Mike Gorman, NPS, who showed photos of Richmond after the fall, and gave an entertaining narrative.


Wednesday - We went to Tredegar Iron Works and Chimberazo Medical Museum in the morning.  Mike Andrus, NPS, was our guide at both places.  In the afternoon, we toured the Virginia Historical Society Museum, where we saw a window from Libby Prison, the jacket J.E.B. Stuart wore when he was shot, a deck of cards belonging to John Wilkes Booth, a slave whipping post, and many Civil War items.


Thursday - During our day of travel, we saw the movie "Gods and Generals" on the TVs on the bus.  In the evening, some of us played a card game, "Up and Down the James River."


Friday - In Lexington, Kentucky, we visited the Hunt-Morgan Home, which is a museum for John Hunt Morgan and Morgan's Men.  General Morgan's mother lived here, so he visited often.  His house down the street has been torn down.  We arrived in Indianapolis at 5:00 p.m.  People said it was a good trip.


Next Year - Plan to come with us next year, the 3rd week in June, as we “Go West.”  Our first day will be at the new Lincoln Museum in Springfield, Illinois.  We will visit Vicksburg, Natchez, New Orleans, and Mobile.  If you have suggestions of places to see along this route, please let me know before January 2006, when I will have the flyers ready for distribution.        

	Crown Hill “Generals Tour” to be Reprised
On Sunday, October 2, 2005, Nikki Schofield will again conduct her well-received “Civil War Generals Tours” at Crown Hill Cemetery.  Earlier this year, some 75 individuals participated the 90-minute walking tour, including several members of the Round Table.  The Generals Tour includes stops at the gravesites of 16 of the 17 Civil War generals buried at Crown Hill, the nation’s third largest cemetery.  Nikki will provide a brief synopsis of each general’s career and personalize their stories with photographs of her subjects as they appeared during the War. 

The Civil War Generals Tour begins promptly at 2:00 PM, commencing at the waiting station just inside the ornamental gate at the 34th Street entrance.  The cost is $5.00 per person. For more information, contact Nikki: (317) 328-8782; nikki1942@sbcglobal.net.




The Indianapolis Civil War Round Table would like to thank the following members who have recently made generous contributions to our organization:

 
Alan Nolan
William Miller
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Trimble’s  Trivia

by Quizmeister Tony Trimble

1.
 What distinction was held by Andrew Fenton, USN?

2.
By what unusual name was the regiment commanded by Col. William Holland 

     
Thomas known?

3. 
Fort Casino, Fort Morton, Fort Gillem and Fort Negley are all located in what city?

4. 
Name the battle and location where Rickett’s Battery played a key role in repulsing 

    
the enemy.

5. 
Name the former Confederate general who fought at San Juan Hill.

ANSWERS WILL BE PUBLISHED IN NEXT MONTH’S HARDTACK
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From the Bookshelf
In the historiography of the American Civil War, the Western Theater has been much neglected—too often treated as a backwater sideshow to the great battles and legendary commanders of the East.  Fortunately, that attitude is changing with current generation of historians, many of whom have found fertile and largely untilled ground in the story of the war fought in the country’s heartland.  
Here are four recent studies of campaigns and battles that are associated with this month’s presentation on the collapse of Confederate Dept. No. 2:     
•   The Battle of Belmont: Grant Strikes South by Nathaniel Cheairs Hughes
  (Univ. of North Carolina Press 1991) 310 pps. 

•  The Battle of Wildcat Mountain by Kenneth A Hafendorfer
       (KH Press 2003) 320 pp.
•  Mill Springs, Campaign and Battle of Mill Springs, Kentucky by Kenneth A Hafendorfer
    (KH Press 2001) 679 pp. 
•  Where the South Lost the War: An Analysis of the Fort Henry-Fort Donelson
     Campaign, February 1862 by Kendall D. Gott 

     (Stackpole Books 2003) 368 pp. 

Parting Shots
Are you interested in researching an ancestor or other individual who fought in Civil War?  Vernon Earle has just the form you need to obtain copies of military documents pertaining to Civil War soldiers from the National Archives.  Officially designated the “National Archives Order for Copies of Federal Pension or Bounty Land Warrant Applications,” Vernon will have a limited number of copies of this form to give to interested persons at the September meeting.
*
*
*

And while we’re on the subject of researching Civil War soldier ancestors…

The ICWRT has received a request from John W. Fraser in Missouri, who is seeking information about his great-grandfather, James C. Ferguson.  Ferguson lived near Kirkin (Clinton County), Indiana, and enlisted at the age of 17 in Company F, 135th Indiana Regiment Infantry Volunteers, in July or August of 1864. Young Ferguson was honorably discharged on December 15, 1864 (the 135th apparently served for only “100 days”).  

Mr. Fraser informs us that Ferguson later qualified for a veteran land grant for a homestead in Kansas and later a pension (he obviously has already gotten hold of one of Vernon’s forms!). Mr. Fraser is interested in any information our members may be able to provide about the 135th’s service, including where they were deployed, what battles (if any) they fought in, and why they were active for such a short period of time.  If you have information that may be of interest or help to Mr. Fraser in his research, please write to him at:  12525 Craig Ave., Grandview, MO  64030.    
*
*
*
The Art Association of Randolph County is searching for an individual who portrays Mary Todd Lincoln.  If you know of some to recommend, please contact our friend Phil DeHaven at pdehaven@bright.net.
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HARDTACK, the newsletter of The Indianapolis Civil War Round Table, is published monthly, September through June, each year.  In addition to information about upcoming programs, HARDTACK features articles, news, reviews and a calendar of Civil War-related events.  HARDTACK is distributed free via email to all ICWRT members and is posted on the ICWRT website; print copies are available by mail subscription (2005-2006 subscription fee: $12.00).
 

If you have a short article, book review or some other item that may be of interest to our members, we invite you to submit it for consideration.  Please send your material via email to the editor at: HardtackEditor@comcast.net.  Please include a telephone number and email address where we may contact you.  Submissions are due by the tenth day following the preceding month’s meeting.        
Visit the website of The Indianapolis Civil War Round Table:  http://indianapoliscwrt.org/
​​​​​​​​​​​​Re-enlist for the 2005-2006 Campaign !!

Fall is here and the 2005-2006 campaign of The Indianapolis Civil War Round Table has begun!  If you have not yet re-enlisted, now is the time to do so. Individual membership is $25.00, family membership is $30.00 and student membership is $10.00.  Please make your check payable to "Indianapolis Civil War Round Table" and mail to ICWRT Treasurer Peg Bertelli at the address shown below, along with a completed enlistment form (provided below).  
IMPORTANT  NOTICE:   The HARDTACK newsletter is made available in full color and free of charge to all members via e-mail and the ICWRT website.  Please be sure to include your e-mail address on your enlistment form.  Beginning with the November 2005 issue, anyone wishing to receive the black-and-white paper edition of the HARDTACK by U.S. mail must subscribe and pay an annual subscription fee (prorated for 2005-2006 at $12.00).   The subscription fee is in addition to membership dues.  

Please complete the form below

and deliver with your check to:

Peg Bertelli

11827 Corbin Drive

Fishers, IN  46038
Phone:  (317) 596-9193
Email:   pbbertelli@insightbb.com
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please complete,  detach and include with your check

ICWRT Enlistment & HARDTACK Subscription Form  2005-2006
Please make your check payable to “Indianapolis Civil War Round Table”

Name(s): …………..………………………………………….………  Date: ………………..

Address: ……………………………………………………………….


……………………………………………………………….

Email: …………………………..………..   Phone: ……………………………    
Enlistment Status:   Individual ($25) : _____     Family ($30): _____    Student ($10): _____
·              I wish to receive the HARDTACK newsletter by U.S. Mail.  In addition to my membership dues, my enclosed check includes $12.00 for the mail subscription fee.

· ______ Please accept my generous gift of $ __________ to the ICWRT for deposit in the  general operating account (I understand this donation is not tax deductible).
Total Enclosed  (membership dues, optional newsletter mail subscription and gift):  $ ___________
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