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March 10, 2003

Monday – 7:30 p.m. at the Indiana Historical Society

450 W. Ohio St.

(Parking in lot north of the Society off New York St. – Please enter via Northeast Door)
Indiana in the Civil War:  

Doctors, Hospitals and Medical Care

Presented by Nancy Eckerman

Indiana in the Civil War: Doctors, Hospitals and Medical Care is a visual and oral history of the people and the places most vital to the medical care of Indiana troops during some of America's darkest and most painful places and times, the battlefields and rear-area hospitals of the Civil War. Utilizing period accounts written by surgeons, patients, and hospital observers, local scholar and author Nancy Eckerman will provide a new insight into Civil War medical care, both on the grand scale of medical practices and advances of the period, as well as how these specifically applied to the Hoosier Civil War experience.

About the Presenter

Nancy Pippen Eckerman has held the positions of Special Collections Coordinator, History of Medicine Coordinator, and History of Medicine Librarian for 12 years at the Ruth Lilly Medical Library at the Indiana University School of Medicine.  She has been researching the lives of Indiana's Civil War surgeons for 12 years.  She has been a frequent lecturer at historical societies around the state and country.   Her book Indiana in the Civil War: Doctors, Hospitals and Medical Care was published in 2001.  This year Ms Eckerman is the local Civil War Medical History Coordinator for the 10th Annual Society of Civil War Surgeons Meeting to be held in Indianapolis March 28-30 this year.  She has also been an enthusiastic Civil War re-enactor. s.Eckerman is a graduate of North Central High School in Indianapolis, Albion College in Michigan, and the Indiana University Library School.

DINNER AT SHAPIRO’S

ALL MEMBERS AND GUESTS ARE INVITED TO SHAPIRO’S DELI AT 

5:30 P.M. TO ENJOY DINNER AND FELLOWSHIP PRIOR TO THE MEETING

Message from the President


The ICWRT has found a Webmaster.  Brock Pickett was officially approved and announced at the January meeting.  He will organize, design, and oversee our new Website. Brock is a military history buff and administers the Indiana Historical Society's website in addition to being their audio-visual technician.

The 50th Anniversary History Committee has been formed with Alan Nolan, and Vernon Earle as Co-Chairman.  The other committee members are Jim Bishop, Tom Krasean, Dan Mitchell, and Nikki Schofield. If anyone has any old issues of the Hardtack, the committee would be interested in them.

Hardtack Editor

 
Please send book reviews, interesting articles, etc. to place in the Hardtack to me at the following:  Debby Chestnut, 441 S. Catherwood Ave., Indianapolis, 46219; E-Mail:  dchad@indy.net or chestnud@mail.ips.k12.in.us.  Phone:  356-5117 (home) or 226-4101 (work): Fax: 226-3444.  Deadline for April Hardtack Deadline: March 21, 2003.
Treasurer

We still plan to deliver the Hardtack via E-mail for as many members as possible. Please make your E-mail address available to Dorothy Jones (joejones@iquest.net) and Doug Wagner (dougwag@msn.com).

Preservation Committee

Morgan Trail - Dick Skidmore reports that Idot installed the interpretive roadside signs along the Morgan Trail.  The project is complete, and Dick and his volunteers are distributing the printed materials to schools in the vicinity of the trail.  The Tourism Bureau will be holding a Morgan Trail kick-off celebration somewhere in Harrison County towards the end of February.

Gettysburg - 27th Indiana Volunteer Infantry Work Detail – Will be held on Saturday, April 5. Three volunteers, suffering from cabin fever this winter have already signed up to celebrate Spring at the position of the 27th Indiana Volunteer Infantry at Gettysburg.  To volunteer, email Ray Shortridge (rayshortridge@netscape.net).  Hospitality get-together before dinner Friday evening (4-6 p.m.) in Ray's room at the Best Inn in Gettysburg at 301 Steinwehr Avenue across from Visitors Center.

Website – Pictures of our preservation projects will be featured on the new Indianapolis Civil War Website at www.indianapoliscwrt.org.  

Upcoming Events

· June 20-June 27/28, 2003 - The Indianapolis Civil War Round Table will travel to Charleston, South Carolina, to see The Hunley, C.S.A. submarine. Also, included: a city tour of Charleston, Fort Sumter, Fort Moultrie or WWll battleships, Abraham Lincoln Museum in Cumberland Gap (special evening opening for our visit), Magnolia Plantation on Ashley River Road including a 45-minute train ride, Rivers Bridge State Park, tour home of Alexander Hamilton Stephens, Liberty Hall, Confederate Museum in Crawfordsville, GA, Chickamauga guided tour by James Ogden III, Carter House and Carnton House in Franklin, TN, evening programs, and much more. Cost:  $560 per person. First payment of $100 due April 14 and final payment of $460 due May 12. Any questions, you may contact Nikki Schofield at 328-8782 or e-mail at nlschofield@aol.com.

· Nikki Schofield will be portraying Mary Surratt at the Ft. Wayne CWRT in March.  She will do Susan Pendleton Lee at the Hamilton Ohio CWRT also in March.

· May 2-4, 2003 – Midwest Civil War Round Table Conference at the Quality Suites, 4747 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, OH – Sponsored by Cincinnati CWRT – For more information, contact Dan Reigle, 513-777-9255 or website at www.cincinnaticwrt.org.
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CIVIL WAR QUIZ

By Tony Trimble

1. What phrase was used by Union troops to describe Gen. Meade's fiery temper?

2. What battlefield was described by a veteran as follows:  "The dead covered more than five acres of ground about as thickly as they could be laid?

3.   Name the popular song inspired by the heroism of Gen. John Corse and his men near the town of                       

     Allatoona, Ga.

4.   What contribution to the war effort was made by Sen. Charles James (RI)?  What happened to 

      James?

5. Who were the "Parlor Pets"?

Answers to February Quiz:  1) Robert Parrott; 2) Lookout Mountain; 3) Jefferson Davis on the failure to gain diplomatic recognition in Europe; 4) Abraham Lincoln; 5) Visiting a bordello.







Midwest Civil War Round Table Conference

May 2-4, 2003

The 22nd Annual Midwest Civil War Round Table Conference will be hosted by the Cincinnati and Hamilton Civil War Round Tables and will be held at the Quality Hotel and Suites, 4747 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, OH.  Scheduled speakers for the Conference include:

· Friday Evening, May 2, 7:30 p.m. 

Dr. Jim Ramage, Northern Kentucky University, "John Hunt Morgan's Great Raids"

· Saturday, May 3, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Dr. John F. Marszalek, Mississippi State University: "Growing Up in Ohio: Influences of Childhood on

     William T. Sherman"

Dr. Chris Phllips, University of Cincinnati:  "The Chrysalis State: The Civil War and Regional Identity in the Lower Ohio Valley.

                   Terry Winschel, Historian, Vicksburg NMP:  "Sunk Twice: The Saga of the USS Cincinnati"

                   Mark Bradley, University of North Carolina:  "Sherman and Johnston at Bennett Place"

· Saturday Dinner, 6:30 p.m.
Keynote Address:  Dr. Brooks Simpson, Arizona State University:  "Enemies to the Rear:

Ulysses S. Grant, l861-l863"

     Other conference features:  book raffles, silent auctions, Barnes & Noble book sales, poster presentations, and Ohio Genealogical Society displays. Optional Sunday tours (indicate on registration if interested) to Spring Grove Cemetery, Camp Dennison, Cincinnati Museum Center's Civil War Exhibit, or other.

· Conference Registration:  $125.00 (includes Sat. Lunch and Dinner).  Saturday Dinner Only:  $30.  Mail reservation my April 23, payable to Cincinnati CWRT, P.O. Box 176202, Ft. Mitchell, KY  41017.  Walk-ins and late registrations are welcome, but meals will be based on availability.  For further information, please contact Dan Reigle, 513-777-9255 or e-mail at www.cincinnaticwrt.org.

3

Money During

the

Civil War

The first greenbacks were issued in mid 1861 by the Federal Government to pay for domestic war material. These were called Demand Notes and were only produced in $5, $10 & $20 denominations. They were hand signed & lacked the red Treasury Seal. As the demand for more currency mounted, the U.S. Treasury decided to break with tradition and used printed signatures on the new United States Notes. Local, State & Confederate governments continued to hand sign their notes (except for the CSA 50c note) believing this would deter counterfeiting. 

Before and during the Civil War, all coins, except the copper-nickel Indian Head cent, were made of 90% silver: 3c, half-dime (the "nickel" was issued in 1866), 10c, 25c, 50c and rarely issued $1. An 1860 25c coin had 24c worth of silver or 4 quarters was worth 96c in gold coin before the War. When the greenback dropped in value below 96c (May 1862), this meant that the silver coins were worth more than the face value and thus were hoarded quickly. A modern comparison: 1964 or earlier US quarters (90% Silver) are worth today about 90c in silver and thus you don't find silver coins in circulation today... if you received one in change, you would "hoard it" ... just like in the Civil War. 

In spring 1862, the lowest Federal note was still the $5 greenback, soldiers and civilians could not make change, so shinplasters (merchant/store scrip... script are for plays or movies) or cut up State Bank notes were used. As a result of this hoarding of coins, postage stamps ("gumbacks") became the standard medium for making change (1c, 2c (issued July 1st, 1863), 3c, 5c, 10c, 12c & 24c stamps). Most were placed in paper envelops marked "25 Cents Postage Stamps" or other values but the gum on stamps could become wet (and sticky), canceled stamps could be passed off as new ones or the amount in stamps might be less than the printed value. Bankers and merchants did not like accepting clumps of sticky stamps or cut up State Bank notes but there was little choice. 

Due to public demand, the US Treasury reluctantly introduced small pieces of paper with images of postage stamps on them. They were called Postage Currency (1st Issue) and greatly improved commerce (the $1 & $2 greenbacks were also issued in late August, 1862). The first Postage Currency was issued August 1st, 1862 to Union Paymasters and then to the general public in late September, 1862. Postage Currency were issued until May, 1863 but were common after the War. The 2nd and other Issues are called Fractional Currency and were to replaced the easily counterfeited Postage Currency. The 2nd Issue has George Washington on the front with a large bronze "O" overprint and were issued from October, 1863 to late 1864. Fractional Currency was issued until 1878 when the coin supply was finally restored to pre-war levels (Morgan Silver Dollars and Silver Certificates were massed produced in 1878 onward to redeem the flood of greenback issued 17 years earlier!) 

During 1863, the US greenback traded for 79c to 63c in coin, the CSA notes for 33c to 15c before July, 1863. After the defeats of Gettysburg and Vicksburg, the CSA dollar declined to 10c then 5c by December 1863. A common pre July, 1863 trade was $3 or $4 in CSA notes for a $1 Greenback ... 8:1 or more after. In 1864, the CSA currency lost value quickly but so did the Greenback. On July 11th, 1864, the Greenback was only worth 34c ($3 in paper for $1 in coin) before recovering to 71c in the middle of 1865. 
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Book Review

     "The Book of First, Last, Etcetera:  Black Soldiers during the Civil War Era, l861-l867"  by John Raymond Gourdin.  This is a collection of more than 125 informative and factual entries about the participation and accomplishments of nearly l80,000 black soldiers who served the Union Army during the Civil War.  Nearly 40,000 died to ensure the freedom and liberty of 4,500,000 men, women and children of African Descent, and l7 earned the Congressional Medal of Honor for service and courage under fire on the battlefield.  Entries for this book were compiled from a variety of published sources, including autobiographies by soldiers who fought on the frontline during the War and from the works of leading contemporary historians.  The purpose of this book is to foster an understanding and appreciation of the Civil War experience of African-American soldiers.

     John Raymond Gourdin, a native South Carolinian retired U.S. Marine is a descendant of a Civil War soldier who served with the l04th US Colored Troops, organized in South Carolina.  He received a B.A. degree from Chapman University, CA in l978; an M.S. degree from University of Southern California in l981; and, M.P.S. degree from the University of Maryland in l997.  John is an author who conducts and promotes original historical and genealogical research about the 200,000 black soldiers and sailors who served the Union during the Civil War.  If interested in purchasing a copy of this book log on to www.jmpublishers.net and follow the links or write J&M Publishers, c/o John Gourdin, P.O. Box 648, Columbia, MD 21045.  Cost $8.50 plus $3.50 S/H.

INDIANAPOLIS CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE

CAMPAIGN 2002-2003

 (This year’s programs Co-sponsored by the Col. Eli Lilly Civil War Museum)

  MEETING DATE
     
PRESENTOR
   

TOPIC
  September 9, 2002

Herman Hattaway

The Presidency of Jefferson Davis
 October 14, 2002

Steven W. Hill

Federal Colors of the Civil War

 November 11, 2002

Nancy Baxter


The Fitz John Porter Court

Martial: Helping create a Civil War book 

December 9, 2002

Mark Jaeger


Letters of a “Wilder’s boy,” 72nd Ind. Reg

January 13, 2003

Steve Jackson


My Boys in Blue 

February 10, 2003

Howard Madaus  

Unit Colors as Reflections of Union 

and Confederate War Aims

March 10, 2003

Nancy Eckerman

Indiana in the CW: Doctors,

Hospitals, and Medical Care

April 14, 2003

Jeffrey C. Hall

The Stand of the US Army at Gettysburg

May 12, 2003


William Selm


Indiana State Soldiers and Sailors









Monument

June 12, 2003


Alex Wise


The Tredegar Approach: Historical

Annual Dinner





Interpretation at the Tredegar Iron Works

at Jonathan Byrd's
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A Prayer for Our 

Soldiers




    Dear Lord,

There's a young man far from home, called to serve his nation in time of war:

Sent to defend our freedom on some distant foreign shore.

We pray You keep him safe, we pray You keep him strong,

We pray You send him safely home…for he's been away so long.

There's a young woman far from home, serving her nation with pride.

Her step is strong, her step is sure, there is courage in every stride.

We pray You keep her safe, we pray You keep her strong,

We pray You send her safely home…for she's been away too long.

Bless those who await their safe return

Bless those who mourn the lost.

Bless those who serve this country well, no matter what the cost.

                 God, Bless America!




From the Board
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